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ADVERTISEMENT. 



In promoting this volume to the Public, the Proprietor feels it in- 
cmnfoent on him to state, that it hais OK^inated in his own earnest, but 
he trusts not unpartieipated solicitude, to see a late illustrious act of the 
British Legislature popularly commemorated by a tribute of national 
genius. ', 

He has therefore engaged in his cause the allied arts of Poetry and 
Painting, and hopes that the selection he has made of Authors, to assist 
his views, will meet with the approbation of %he Public. 

Of the part which the Proprietor has taken in the conduct of the 

work, it is not necessary to offer any farther information ; the same feel- 
ings which impelled him to undertake it cannot but reader him parti- 
cularly anxious for its success. He trusts he may, without presumption* 
indulge the hope, that it will not be unworthy of public patronage ; but 
under any circumstances of discouragement, he would still possess a 
source of satisfaction in the reiection, that he had at least made an 
effort to procure an honourable commemoration of that jicat legislative 
event which exalts the character of his age and country, which forms an 
epoch in the history of civilisations which vindicates our religion and 
our laws, and is not only connected with the dignity of the British Em- 
pire, but ultimately extends its iniuence to the best, dearest, and urn- 
. versa! interests of mankind. - 



nes explanatory of the Vignette in the Title-page. 



PROMETHEUS 'DELIVERED. 

* Com e, Outcast of the human race* 

c Prometheus, hall thy destined place I 

* This rock protects the dark retreat, 

* Un visited by earthly feet ; 

* We only shall thy luahsion share, 

* Who haunt the chamte of despair I 

* The vulture, here, thy loathed mate— 

• * .Compels \t&k?$ rudily stre&snto 'part 

* With keeaesi to^ 

* ¥etnot to pensh artthou 

* Victim unspa&ed, but uneoosumed ; 

* Death shall not sap thy wall of day, 
. « That pgin^bi^^ ' : ; 

6 tafei outcast, captiye, victhas slave S* 
'Pie lories, ceased ; the wrathful strain 

Pronietheas' hears, and, pierced with pain, 

Rdp3 far around hopeless ga^e* . 

His .realm ■■ of wretchedness surveys 
: Then maddening with, convulsive breathy 
" He: paeans or raves* imploring .death. 



Thus hours on hows unnumbered past,- 
And each move. lingering tfean the last ; 
Wfen lo ! before Ms glased' sight., 
Appears a form, in dauntless might. 
Tis he! Afcides, lord of fame! 
The Mend of mm $ his noblest name! 
Swift from his bow the arrow flies, 
And prone the 'bleeding vulture lies. 
He smites the rock, he rends the chain, 
Prometheus rises man again ! 

Such, Africa, thy snaring state! 
Outcast of .nations, such thy fate! 
The i^thtep ' m?M» -ikp dea of. pain* 
Were thine«-©h long deplored in vain, 
Whilst Britain virtue alepfc! ^t lejsgth 
She rose in majesty and strength; 
And when tiny marty^d limbs, she viewed* 
Thy wounds unhealed,, and still renewed. 
She wept; hm aoon wii'h graceful .^pride* . 
The ralfiaiKt, Avarice, &k& defied, 
And inched him from'lby reeling aide ; 
In QrHnnV «we lifeft ,000$ thee :forib, - 

From baleful; Wl^ti r ^^^\$agf^ 
To Free4om% frrea^iind l^son> Hghv 



GRANVILLE 



Fiw individuals Irnkjihad;; equal "c!^Ms,-wit^C^AHVixLE -Siiaspe, to 'the ■ 
confidence of tpeh?^xn^«^^-an4tii« <hWem ^himMhd, the Section 
contemporaries and?tlie'"gmtitiiide;^fip6a^rity; ' Withbm $mtmm&&46' rank 
or fortune,' Mr. SHAafe?*<^e)for^ tan8lj>ijo?t^d>m'lbtlia!f ; 6F «&fri-< 



can slaves, and early 4u life'- 




tf-ftdvtie&teV 



At that period, 

and Talbot, who '^Seai^e«dU' --^^^^^1^^ i&s^t&mJ m^km&mi^. m Eng~ 
lattd entitled a slav# toJrecIaini -his,| kM(M. -W;cdnrr«|n^ 
supported by established ftsage^ ..^s'an:'e^ort' ; w3iieli, <'@vmi td^'au ^x^enefeeed 
tewyer, might appear^eWmptuou*; but SpARpk, w^Osq philanthropy 
was nourished by: patrtotlsfn, disregarded • ca»si&«iti^& of . prudence • o* 
interest, and witho^ai^ three 
years of his lifer to. h^^nrs^^:%il^hte'v'hb|ie that hfe'sh^y ev«ii$iafjy hv 
validft&the testimony Wt'ofti.-?- Wd-Ta^oti 'and'annai their -verdict.' tittS 
time slaves were o^a;^^eki;^4-iw'^4%>- and ^Ulioagll j&j&mfr >W6ft^&t 
opened for their pn^^^^^tio&| ; it;;^,jb 5 be*fe^ ■ 
of human traffic nii|fcik|g^^ ^e ; pre^ ■ 

rogative vested" mjifagEa^^ 
and oppression; 

, Mr. Sharpe was orijg^|^.ied. ; to/|a|^jre, how- far' our i^s'al^wed the as-,, 
sumption of rights^reg^ p«nci^^^and : ifeeliKgs of 

justice' the result o^Mj^vp^i^on,-.^a8- air Essay on tie' dangerous tenden- ': 
cy of tolerating slayer^ nr^ mthi ■book; 

were' soon estajblis|ed;^^e verdict of a British jury. The questi^wa®- 
afterwards more 

sconded from his mastl^ 'wi& : ^e^5erM»ioa- that- -as v ati inS^fe«t' u 'of • Bti^- 
tain, he was exonerated from a state of bondage, The issue "of 'the trial was 
decisive; and it has ever since been one of our national privileges, that the 
slave who enters Biit&in, becomes free. 



Animated fey victory, aad. anticipating a still nobler triumph, 
addressee! a letter to Lord North, in which he forcibly represented- the im- 
propriety of saraciiosimgi^ by the ta%s. 
The subject of emancipate and the frequent 
discussions which ensued, cojitrlbal^ eas^atiaHy to reader the idea of abo» 
lishiug the slave trade, not ojaly-'ftinUjEfr W . 
■ : 'A^r'^Jn^nf^''5of:; so?wery^ars,,;M^ S^im®^'.to: .IheV.hftpp ines&tp-lad 

■ his benevolcnt^s!^ some , of : tise.. 
most distfogaSshed and en^ Ms compatriots. It is pleasing to ob- 
serve, that he was :^^fi|^^^ciDoolU!A^ JM^rW: ./C?l*Mflft^a«i -^j%«k-__ 1»lak ji^i^^emtawtaKas 
career; and th^V With a docsfify which, even more than liii previous eifbst?, 
bespeaks his at^ ;he. ym x w&ting M >h&jfcM the 
pupil of younger me®, to listen to any sug^^nt^ to embrace any. views*' 

^a^nwnno^ 

■ During ; -fctotfy ^ye^ ; h&;i^^ 

(^mmittee for the aboli^os, asid was cev 2r knowa $p neglect a&y p&tfc of his 
office but that of 'taldfflgt^;<^f'.v'v- / ,v,=; . 

,. Such a man as Granville Shabipe t cannot- hope to steal to oblivion ; 
the memory of his virtues and his talents belongs to Ma country; to her his 
name must be endeared as long as her laws and her liberties shall continue 

to subsist /.■:."•„■■ •. /'<■ ; ; -"\-'.^{'.-';-' .■ 



THOMAS CIARKSON. 



Thomas Clarkjsom; was wontby to coalesce with Mr. Sharpe ra the .caus© 
of humanity, I The trial of So^t^V'^^^-^^ 1 ?^ ^artngrhw-chiWhood, 
had left no implosion on hia m'mdp^ slave- 
trade was accidentally excited by>i&%!e^^ an 
academical essay on Slavery, for which' be obf^Qed.1^ fiwt prize, at .Cam- 
bridge. In the progress of his task*" which: he had undevtafcsn firom^io cither 
motive than the. desire of Hterary :diJ4tinctioa r his mind became deeply im« 
pressed with the importance of the subject; he was^ no longer capable of 
directing his attention to any other pursuit; the Wretchedness of enslaved 
negroes was constantly in his thoughts. He found it impossible not to make 
some effort for their relief, and with the hope of exciting in other minds 
some correspondent feelings, he published his Essay in English; and was 
thus introduced to Sharpe and Ramsay, his literary precursors, and to a small 
society of Quakers, already interested in the abolition. 

Encouraged by the discovery of so many friends, Mr. Clarkson began 
to hope that the vision of his solitary hours might yet be realised, and in a 
moment of sanguine enthusiasm, pledged himself to bis party to devote his 
life to the cause of humanity and liberty. \ 

He had no sooner taken his resolution, than he was himself startled at 
the magnitude of his object. It was necessary to create in the public mind 
such imperious feelings of sympathy as should secure its cooperation and 
support It was no less necessary to attach to the cause, a sufficient number 
of political characters, who might extort the attention of the legislature. 
To silence scepticism and prejudice, the most ample testimony must be col- 
lected, and the most compendious evidence produced. In the prosecution 
of his enterprise he was however aided by Sharpe, enlightened by Ramsay, 
and, above all, supported by Wilberforce. 

Under these auspices was formed the Committee for the Abolition, to 
which Mr. Clabkson constantly supplied that intelligence, respecting the 



■mime at' the slave trade, tVoaa -which MV, Wftfreribrce draw hk strongeafc 
arguments for the abolition, In the performance qf his task, Mr. Claeksom 
"was ©ftea placed in situations of '''difficulty and danger, and la the course of 
seven years travelled thirty~iive. thoiss&nd .miles; nprwere these. his only 
labours, he corresponded -with lour hundred persons, "and annually published 
some work illustrative of the subject. Overwhelmed with fatigue he was at 
length obliged to relinquish his post, and to devote some years to the re- 
establishment of his impaled €onstits£tk>a. In ISM, he wss- sufficiently 
covered- to rssugi&nis appropriate - duties and-aS length saw -the termination 
of Ms labours, is* the attahuaent of that object to which he had religiously 
dedicated his health find atreagth^- his time and talents^ all the powers' of lria 
mind, and the best portion of his life. ' 

i Mr. Clabkson has since published the History of the Abolition, a simple 
but substantial record ©f his own uasxaisipW exertions, which render 
praise as trivial as sup©riuous» 



Mm, WiLBSBro&cs:wa» not only .the' friend- 1 of.- enslaved ' nejgfoea/.- but-.tbe 

advocate of the abolitionists. The, committed lound in, Urn a. pa1$m. and pro- 
tector, who guided, them by hh experience, md enlightened them with his 
counsels; he was 'the organ by which their intelligence was communicated 
to the legislature. In him their researches became visible, their labours 

WWW A WAJWAV***** VllWVyv* .. . 

In his first masterly speech on the slave trade, Mr. Wijlbebfobce took 
such a compendious view of the evils which it was calculated to produce, as 
not only seemed to enforce conviction but to silence remonstrance. So rich 
and various were his arguments, that those who supported his motion had 
only to re-echo his sentiments; even Burke., and Fox, and Pitt, the great 
masters of eloquence,, ■ ceded their claims to pre-eriiinence, anci casght from 
him that admiration and enthusiasm which they were themselves accustomed 
to inspire, \ 

During a long- series of years, Mr. -■Wxi-bxbtobce ..watched over the cause, 
never yielding. to-.dejectioB* nor submitting to desjsondence ; by his manly 
perseverance, still invigorating the exertions of hh colleagues, -and even 're- 
novating those: whom disappointment had dispirited, or defeat subdued. 

It ca&uot be doiibtsd that the steadiness' and vigilance displayed by Mr. 
Wilbshfoecx, contributed essentially to sustain the strength of the party, 
through that long interval of doubtful expectation, in . which . they were 
sometimes without the prospect of success. It h equally obvious, that the 
cause -itself was in some degree ennobled by the character of its champion; 
• a man unbiassed by interest and superior to ambition,, subordinate . to no 
party, and inflexible in his adherence to moral and religious principles. 

.The. abolition, of the skv« trade h one of the most important ■ events in 



t'lie Wmtoiy of British legislation It h a test % which to measure the ite- 
basement or exaltation ©f moral feeling; it enables m to ascertain oar 
gre*s in civilisation,, and m estimate the advantages which it confers on 
society; It affords & triumphant proof that private patriotism has 'been the 
mme® of public; philanthropy | for on the foundation laid by Gkanviixb 
Sharps* we behold the digmtied and successful labouis of Wilbebvobce. 
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TO: THE PUBLIC. 



The - following -Poem was undertaken at the request of Mr. Bowye&, 
in If ay 180?. The Author had not the resolution to- forego art oppor* 
tunity of being presented before the Public, in a style of external mag- 
nificence., which he would never have had the assurance to assume un- 
solicited. Though he is convinced, that were it proper to explain 
the private history of this Work, he would foe fully acquitted ©f pre- 
sumption in having accepted the splendid invitation of the Proprietor, 
yet he cannot help feeling that an appearance so superb, instead of pre- 
judicing the Public in his favour, will, in reality, only render him more 
obvious and obnoxious to criticism, if he be found unr/orthy of the si- 
tuation in which he stands* Conscious, however, that he has exerted his 
utmost diligence and ability to do honour to his theme, and well aware 
that his poem can derive no lustre from the accompanying embellish- 
ments, unless it first casts a glory upon them, he thinks himself warranted 
to hope that it will be read and judged with the same indulgence, which, 
from past success, he believes it would have experienced had it been 
produced, in a form more becoming his pretensions as a Man and a 
Writer. 

There are some objections against the title and plan of this piece, 
which, will, occur to almost' every reader. The. Author will not anticipate 
them; he will only observe that the title seemed the best, and. the plan 
the most eligible, that he could adapt to a subject so various and excur- 
sive, yet so familiar and exhausted a subject which had' become an- 
tiquated by frequent, minute, and disgusting exposure; which afforded' 
bo" opportunity to awaken, suspend, and delight curiosity, by a subtle 



and surprising development of plot; and concerning "which, Public 
feeling' had been' wearied into' insensibiliiy.. bjr the agony of interest 
which -the q^eslion of the African Slave 'Tirade excited daring three and 
twenty years of intense tod almost incessant discussion. That trade is 
at length abolished. May its memory be immortal ; that henceforth 
it may be known only % its memory 8 for were it ever forgotten, it might 
be revived - in soi^e fntnre age of the world, as a new discovery in com- 
merce and policy. 

Sheffield, Bsc. 2, 1SCS. 
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WEST INDIES, 

IN FOUR PARTS. 

BY 
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PART I. 



ARGUMENT. 

Introduction; on the Abolition of the Shoe Trade.— 17w Mariner's Cmttpc^s. — Co- 
lumbus. — The discovery of Ammca.—Jlis West Indian Isknds.—lfm Charibs.— 
Tfieir extermination, * 



• Thy chains are broken, Africa, be free !' 

Thus saith the island-empress of the sea; 

Thus saith Britannia.— 0 ye winds and waves ! 

Waft the glad tidings ' to the knd of slaves 

Proclaim -km. Guineas coast, by Gambia's side* $ 

And far as 'Niger rolls his eastern tide* 

Through .radiant, realms beneath' the burning ssone^ 

Where Europe's curse., m felt, her' name unknown, 

*• Thus saith , Britannia* empress of 'the sea* ' 

e Thy chains are broken, Africa, 'be free ! ,? ., ' to 

' Long lay .the ocean-paths' from' 'man, eqaceaTd ; ■ 
I4gjb€' 'fPP&fe from he&¥&tt>~t&e, 'magnet was reveal'd, 

B 



A snrer star to guide the seaman's eye 
Than the pale glory of the northern sky ; 
Alike ordain'd to shine, bj Bight aid clay^ 
Through calm and tempest, with irasetting ray ; 
Where'er the mountains rise, the Hilows roll, 
Still with strong impulse turning to the pole, 
True as the son is to the morning true, 
Though light as film, and trembling as the dew. 

Then man no longer crept with.timid oars, 
And failing heart, along the sheltering shores; 
Btoad *»' the-w&idjs- : he 'spifetti Ms fearless- sails, ' 
Defie^l l&e 'a^^'We^^ t&e fatttifi^g ' ^des; 
Bared to the storm his adamantine breast,. 
Or soft on ocean's lap lay down to rest;' 
While free as clpuds the liqnld ftk^r-'str^ep, - ; 
His white-wingd 'vea&fo '^ows^^l®#i^fd'deep;. 
Boldly fi^otj^ , • 

The waves hia he^age* !tfc&^^ <:';; 
, Then first^C^^^ wtifct^^ , ' ;■■ 

Of grasping genius,- '^eigfe'd ; Aej ffeitedfel^d; , ; < . .J; 
Tli© floods ofarbflfaic'd ^whew ^'tMe^fi^Vr- :; 
Day after day, mWi down tfml^fapt' w^^u ■■ , 
There seem'd one waste. #£ w^lm^r^^m : .v^ . 
His spirit brooded -o'er th*. Afltotb : 
When, sudden as creation biiM'-fiM''»M^h^ , • 
Sprang .a new world throp^.hk ttn|ie]ki0®i -fhmigl^ 



light, order,, beauty j— WMle hi® mmii explor'd 
Th ? 'unveiling, mystety, Mb heart actor d ; 
Where'er sublime imagination trod* 
lie heard the voice, he saw the face, of God* 

Far from the western cliffs he east his eye 
0;* er the wide ocemi stretching to the sky : 
In calm magnificence. the sim deelin d, ; 
And left a paradise of elonds behind: 
Frond at his feet, with pomp of pearl and gold, 
The billows in a sea of glory roli'd. 
/ -r- Ah! on this sea of glory, might I sail, 
'Track the bright sun, and pierce the eternal veil 
6 That hides from mortal sight the radiant bowers, 
6 Where in fall noon he leads the midnight, horns !' 

Thoughtful he wander'd on the' beach alone ; 
Mild o'er the deep the vesper planet shone. 
The eye of evening, .brightening through the west- 
Till the sweet moment when ' it shut to rest x 
{ Whither* 0' ! goldeii Venni! : ,arfc.thoii.' fled!- 
€ Not in the e-ee&B-cli&JO^ 

^Kound the dim Wirald ^ drawn 
' PtOTiies' : t|ie j twi%h^'-or ,; .p'^egks the. dawn ; • 
* Thy begpiy noon , and midaight nev^r'^ee, ■ 
*Themosirfnd : eve; : ^^ ■ ' 

' Soft fell the'^liadesj till Cynthia^ . slmder ; bow 
Crested the i&#est;^^ below: , 
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4 Tell me, resplendent .gnardiaii -of tlie ''nigh-V ifi$. 
v Circling the 8phere^ia• thy :p0;r«Baial flighty . 

* What secret path of heaveirihy- spis ies. adbra,- 

* What nameless sea reflects' thy : gletiining : homT ' 

Now earth -and ocean Vanish'd, all serene 
The stariy- firmament 'dlone was seen; .. . ■ -'vq: 

Through the slow, silent hours,, he watch'd the host 
Of midnight suns in- western* darkness -lost, 
Till night, himself, on shadowy pinions, ijorne* ■ * : 
Fled o'er the mighty waters, and the morn 
Danc'd on the mountains: — >' Lights of heaven!' he cried, 
< Lead on ; — I go to win a glorious bride ' ; 76 

* Fearless o'er gulphs . unknown I '.. urge, my way, : 

€ Whetfe peril prowls, and .'.shipwreck lurks for prey j: . . - J 
' Hope swells ray sail ;~in spirit I. behold 
6 That maiden-world twin sister ,of the old, ■ . $0; 

€ ,By nature nurs'd- beyond.,^ , 

6 Deny'd to ages* ibut hetroWd;to W ...,;.:/.: •; 

The winds :were prosperous,, and the billows' bore 
The brave adventurer to the pvoriiis'd y w© ; " " ■ ' 
Far in the .west, array'd in 'purple lights ■ ■ • ' ■ ; : 

Dawn'd the. meW world^on hir enr&|it$tr d 'sight ' 
Not Adam, loosen d fmm th* • encumbering earth, • . 4 
Waked. by the -breath of ©ed m .ins^M;:bMh,' ; ' : ^ ■ ■v.' i 
With, sweeter, wilder' winder wmn&i ' " 
When life within, and light wMkmT he- found : ■■■ ■ ■ gq? 



sir.; . 

■a 

The whole • emit ion ■ r ashing ■ o'er- ' Ms soul* ' 
He seem'd to live and breathe throughout the whole.- 
So felt Coluipibus when ? divinely fair, , 
At the last /look oi* resolute despair* - 
Th ? -Hesperian, isles, from distance dimly blue, 9S- • 

' With gradual beauty open d on his view., 
In that proud moment, his : transported mind ■ 
The morning and the evening worlds cdmbin'd, 
And made the sea, that sunder d them before, 
A bond of peace, uniting shore to shore. iofik 

Vain, visionary hope 5 rapacious Spain 
Followed her hero* a triumph o'er the main, 
Her hardy sons in fields of battle try'd, 
Where Moor and- Christian desperately died, 
A rabid race, fanatically bold, ms 
And steei'd to cruelty by lust of gold, 
Travers'd 'the waves, the unknown world explor'd, 
The, cross their standard, but their faith the -sword % 
Their steps. were graves f death track'd wliere-'er they trod | 
They worMpp'd : -Mam,iiion' while'they-vow^d 'to; God. , * 

-1^ . in 

How Coheir ednq^^ 

How'"grim ,Fi§5arro*s ruffian arm overthrew ' 
The suns resplendent^ 

How, like a prophet old ■ Las ' Casas ■■ stood* . . ' n&. 

And tais'd his>oi^e^agaiitst^'sea- of blood/ . " ' ■ ; 



Whose eMIKog waves ■ mmifd: while lie foretold : . , " ■ • •* 
His .country's rain by aveisgiiig. goldl* v: • : 
— That gold, for which impitied laiiaiM-feli ■ 1 
That gold at once the saare:aiid::teOT?ge oF-hell;.. .. ' isfr 
Thenceforth by righteous h^e&!ym.-Ao6m'&;to ; shed ' 
Unmingled cmrses on the spoilers head ; ■■■ ■• . ■ a . - . ■ 
For gold the Spaniard east his soniaway^ ... 
His gold and '.he were ; every nations pmj. .. 

But themes like . ihese would ask m .angeMyi^ m 
Language of light and semtisaeat of fi^l 
Give me to sing "in melancholy ; sS^piS/ ;. .r, . ; i ' 
Of Charib martyrdoms, and negm-chmxm; 
One race by tyrants .roofed fmm earthy >. .-■ : 
One doonid to ilavery bg-ifa-.timtiot Mr*hl ' : - iso 

. -.' Where first his drooping t^.faA&fiihm -fori* : 
Aod sweetly 'real^ y 
iknidsrtbe S 
A constellation .-■'■.! V::;,U : 

EjM;asOri^ 

Sparing mth '*/■:■ >, 

They bask bei&alh th® W 

.When not a shad^tefeafes itfte'-|<^4fe». , WaJRsl ... "• > 
, The breath ©f o©e« 

In morning '.breezes 'm&' mm^^^^^i: r A : - . >Y ■ 
Earth .Sroin' her li$p.|iej^^ '■ i 

Ainhrosial firait% ^ — 
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O'er the- wild mwiit^'it'is and lE&nm&fc plains* ' " 

Mature m aUtbe-pdinp>f beauty .reignd, 

la .dl the pride cif ife^oM^NAtwrnB, fjw m 

Proclaims that 'Maw wm hmm for liberty 

She flourishes where'er .the- . sira-beams , play 

O'er living fountains*, sallying into day ; 

She withers where- .-the waters cease to roll. 

And night ai?d' winter stagnate round the pole : iso 

Man too* where freedom's beams and fountains rise, 

Springs from the dust m& blossoms to the skies j 

Dead to the joys of light and life, the slave 

Clings to the eic*d ;^his ; root is in the grave ; 

Bondage is winter darkness, death, despair, iss 

Freedom the and the air, 

■ In placid-ind^lenee' supinely blest, 

A feeble rae$ these , beauteous isles possess'd ; 

tJptam'd, untaught, in arts and atm^isnskilFd^ 

-Their patrimonial soil ^ im 

Chas'd the free : "t^^^i^ i 0^|^. : t]fee J s^viciis^ 

In^aiW the ' th0 jjgdy. floods.; 

Shelter di^J^ 

lu light. eanpes ( ^^ : , ; ski^ : d the' rippliBg seas .: ■ 
llelr Jives: , , 

No J?&^.ity& • ;• 



The passing 'moment. 3*1 their bliss ■ of -.care ; 
Such as the sires had been, the eLildren were 
Fnom age to. age;, like- wave* : u|K>j&the tide 
Of storinless time, they calmly liVd and dyM ' 

Dreadful as hurricanes, athwstrt the m&k* 
Rush'd the fell legions of invading* Spain, 
With fraud and force, with false and fatal breath, 176 
(Submission bondage* and resistance death,) 
They swept the isles. In yam the simple race 
Kneel* d to the iron sceptre of their grace, 
Or with weak arms their fiery yenyeaiBce jMtgv£A) 
They came, they saw, they cotiqueVd, they enslav'd, iso 
And they destroy'd ;-rthe gejarous heart they broke, 
They crushed the timid neck beneath the yoke ; 
Where'er to battle march'd their grim array, 
The sword of congest pjoiigh'd resistless way ; r 
Where'er from cmei toil they sought repose, *\m 
Around, the fires of derastatioa tose. 
The Indian, as he tura'd his head in flight, 
Beheld hid cottage Naming through the n^ht, 
And, midst the shrieks of smirdeir ^##1^1, 
Heard the mute MoixUfcoands de^^N^ beMndf. 

The conflict oW 9 tiie ^ I9f 
The wretched remnant 
—Condemned in cells of pestilence 
To dig for treasurer jn his 




The miner, sick of life-prot 7 . acting breath, ids 

InhaTd with joy the fire-damp blast of death : 

—Condecm'd to fell the mountain-palm on high, 

That cast its shadow from the evening sky, 

Ere the tree trembled to his feeble stroke, 

The woodman languish'd, and his heart-strings broke : 

— Condemn'd in -torrid noon, with pak/'d hand, «oi 

To urge the slow plough o'er th* obdurate land ; 

The laborer, smitten by the sun's fierce ray, 

A corpse along th 5 unfinish'd furrow lay. 

O'erwhelm'd at length with ignominious toil, 205 

Mingling their barren ashes with the soil, 

Down to the dust the Charib-people pass d, 

Like autumn foliage withering in the blast : 

The whole race sunk beneath th* oppressors rod, 

And left a blank among the works of God. 210 
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. • -ARGUMENT. 

He Cm$e.*~~>'Af?k&.*~~The Wegro.^Tke Skwe^ar^ing Tmde.—The mmm '-and 
resources of theSkwe Trmk.~*-Me Pwf^mse^Xk&tch^&mmt^Wmmh^ 

^ (-rd ' EngUsk 'm America. 

Among the bbweift- of paradise, that gTEe s 4 
Those islands bf the world-diYidiisg waste, 
Where tow s fiMg cocoas 1 d' their gi*aeeftii l©elkg s ■ 
And mum limmpakit clustered round 'the' crocks; '.- 
' Where . orange-giwes ':pe2fitm 9 d ; ^he. sireting air, • ■ ' ' -. '" $ 
■ With v^rd^ife|^^#^rsi'- a©d -fruit fm' fever fair ; . ■ • 
.(yaytsij^ 

■A4&' cedar ;£cfessts sfe!^eff ? d' ;: oi3i fftie 

^K4m: : e^B£3pi ptkit, ' ingrafted soil/, ' ' 1 

/Wm tilM for-age^.^ . • . "so 

Heath, in,' tSi^fest® y ^d :: fiM^ fefr th®-$&®% . . x - . ' . 



Yet in. its growth were go^d a&d evil found, 

..ft hless'd the planter^ but --it twm*d the ground ; 

While with yaia wealth it -'gtifgtd the maa^r's hoard, is 

And spread with -jsgaana his l«xarious board. 

Its culture was perditiosi t«t the slave, 

It sapp'd his life, and flouri&h'd on his grave. 

When the fierce spoiler from rapacious Spain 
Tasted the balmy spirit of the cane, 20 
(Already had his rival in the west* 
From the rich reed ambrosial sweetness press'd,) 
ark through his thoughts the miser purpose roli'd 
0 turn its hidden treasures mto gold. 
But at his breath, by pestilent decay, - • • g$ 

iaa tribes were swiftly swept away ; 
fid horror ©*er the "isles were* spread, • . ; 

The living seemM the spectres of the dead 5 — ' ' • 
Naked, -and wild and ghastly lay the coasts, ' 
urrow'd with graves, and: eolo&iznd with- ghosts. ' ' so 




No pang of conscience; touch 
The tiger weeps not 'o;«f . the 'kj/:. he 
Mis flashing eyes, abroad* and madly burns 



victimsy-a&ct for wwtwmt blood > • .''35' 



Thus 'on- the Chtmh^kme s th^.^ 
Thus cast his eyes. witltiray 'tifer th&J fcide> 
And. far beyond the -gloomy gtthph % 



'Devoted Africa ;~*~he btit*t-ftw*y/ * 

Au& with u^*M of transport grasp'd-faia prey * 

Whera the stupendous M^iifcains of tie Moon 
Cast their bread shadows o^)^^i6M^'-d[. noon ; 
From rude Caffraria, where; th$i^^ 
With stately heads* among ^;lfe^^ifcoughs^ : . 
To Atlas where' 'It^nmSm^^^^ ^ 
With torrid fire beneath .eternal ;«i*W? \ . ■ * : ■ 
From Nubian hiiis that hail the ^wnteg day, 
To Guinea's coast '^here evening fades -away,. 
Regions immense, unsearchable, ■u&teowo* 
Bask in the splendour of the #fei|^one 5 , 5 



A world of 

more 



seems 



<9 * 

e reigns in 

5 none can. 
O'er the gay 



ear' 




^ she, ■wrffe'vf^^d 



er 

I** torrihla rn airnifieentiG > of- Imht 

-*••*•• . ■ — 



noon 



,ev^enpgrb^2e» 



Through the 4ttn'glo®m' of realm-p^inib^^wiiig tee 



Her thirst si Nil^'a; mysterious 

is 




At* inhvid ocean, on whose jasper rocks. . 

With shells and sea-flower- wreaths she binds her looks t 

She sleeps on isles of velvet verdure, placed 

Midst sandy gulphs and shoals for ever waste ; 

She guides her countless flocks to cherish'd rills, 

And feeds her cattle on a thousand hills ; 70 

Her steps the wild bees welcome through the vale, 

From every blossom that embalms the gale 5 

The slow unwieldy river-horse she leads 

Through the deep waters, oertbe pasturing meads ; 

And climbs the mountains that invade the sky is 

To soothe the eagle's nestlings when they cry. 

At sun-set, when voracious monsters burst 

From dreams of blood, awak'd by madd'ning thirst; 

When the lorn caves, in which they shrunk from light, 

Ring with wild echoes through the hideous night; w 

W hen darkness seems alive* and all the air 

Is one tremendous uproar of *Iesp*fey 

Horror and agony on her they calf ; 

She hears their clamour, she provides for all 

Leads the light leopard on his eager way, 8£ 

And goads the gaunt hyaena to hispr^* 

In these r^raiantie regions Man grows wild; 
Here dwells the negro, nature's outcast child, 
Scorn d by his brethren ; but hid mother's eye,- 
That gaaes on him from her warmest sky, $0 
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Sees in his flexile limbs untutor d grace. 

Power 011 his forehead, beauty in his face ; 

Sees ill his breast, where lawless passions rove, 

The heart of friendship, and the home of love ; 

Sees in his mind, where desolation reigns, 9& 

Fierce as his clime- EEcnltur'd as his plains, 

A soil where virtue's fai/est flowers might shoot* 

And trees of science beiad with glorious fruit; 

Sees in his soul, involve! in thickest night* 

An emanation of eternal light, 100 

Ordain d, 'midst sinking worlds, his dust to fire 

And shine for ever when the stars Expire. 

Is he not Man 5 though knowledge never shed 

Her quickening beams on his neglected head ? 

Is he not Man, though riweet religion's voice 105 

Ne'er bade the mourner in his God rejoice ? 

Is he not man, by sin ami suffering tried ? 

Is he not man, for whom the Saviour died ? 

Belie the Negro's poweite : — -in headlong will, 

Christian! thy toother, thott shalt prove him still ; iio 

Belie his virtues ; since his wrongs began, 

His follies and hid crimes have stampt him Man; 

The Spaniard found him such :~f he island-race 
His foot had spurned from earth's insulted face ; 
Among the waifs and foundlings of mankind^ ns 
Abroad he look'd a sturdier stock t& fittd «; 
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A spring of life, whose fountains should supply 

channels as he drank the rivers dry : 
i nat stock he found on Afl :*s swarming plains, 
That spring he open'd in the Negro's veins; 120 
A spring, exhaustless as his avarice drew. 
A stock that like Prometheus' vitals grew 
Beneath the eternal beak his heart that tore, 
Beneath the insatiate thirst that drain d his gore, 
Thus childless as the ChariLbeans died, 125 
Afric's strong sons the uing waste supplied ; 
Of hardier fibre to endure the yoke, 
And self-renew'd beneath the severing stroke ; 
As grim oppression crushed them to the tomb, 
Their fruitful parents* miserable womb 130 
Teem'd with fresh myriads, crowded o'er the waves, 
Heirs to their toil, their sufferings, and their graves. 

Freighted with curses was the bark that bore 
The spoilers of the west to Guinea's shore; 
Heavy with groans of anguish blew the gales 135 
That swelFd that fatal bark's returning sails ; 
Old Ocean shrunk, as o'er his sarface flew 
The felon-cargo, and the daemon c&w; 
For fiends, usurpiog hurcaa form, bffgan 
Tlie maD-degrading merchandize of man, 140 
And deatJi^levoted wretches were tjie, prey, 
Whose crimes had cast their, heritage away, 
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Had forfeited for bondage, stripes and toil, 

Their birthright freedom, and paternal soil 

—But keels unnumberd as the waves that roll w 

From sun to sun, or pass from pole to pole, 

Since that sad hour, across the gulph have borne 

The innocent, froia* home and comfort torn ; 

—The valiant, seiaf d in peril-daring fight ; 

The weak, surpriss'd in nakedness and night 150 
Subjects by mercenary despots sold ; 
Victims of justice prostitute for gold ; 
Brothers by brothers, friends by friends betray* d ; 
Snar'd in her lovers arms the trusting' maid ; 
The faithful wife hy her false lord estrang*d, 155 
For one wild cup of drunken Hiss exchanged ; 
From the -bTO^motlie^ knee, ui* infant*oy, 
Kidnapp'd in slumber, bartend for a toy; 
' The father resting at Jm father's tree, 
Doom'd by the son to die beyond the sea t 166 
—All bonds of kindred, law., alliance broke, < ■ 
All ranks, all nat^nir fc^ ; 
From fields of light, unshadmv'd climes that lie J 
Panting beneath the suii's ln%i^Ban «ye, ^ 
From hidden Ethiopia^ utmost land ; 16$ 
From Zaaia's fields w&^ 

From Congo a blaring jplaifcs and Mdtoin|f Woocfe ; 
From WhidahYliiUs/W gush with golden &>tfcfe; 

D 
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Captives of tyrant power, and dastard wiles, 
Dispeopled Africa, and gorg'd the aies. 
Loud and perpetual o'er th' Atlantic waves, 
For guilty ages, roll'd the tide of skvas ; 
A tide that knew do fall, no tuns, no rest, 
Constant as day and night from east to west ; 
Still widening, deepening, swelling in its course, 
With boundless ruin, and resistless force. 

Quickly by Spain's alluring fortune fir'd, 
With hopes of fame, and dreai&s of wealth inspir d, 
Europe's dread powers, from ignominious ease 
Started ; their pennons stream' d on every breeze ; 
And still where'er Discovery's empire spread, 
The cane was planted and the native bled ; 
While nurs'd b^ fiercer suns, of nobler race* 
The negro toil'd and perkh'd m his place. 

First Lusitania,— «he whose prows had borne 
Her anas triumphant round the car of mom, 
— Turn d to the setting son her bright army, 
And hung her trophies o'er the cooch of day. 

Holland,— whose hardy sons rall'd back die sea 
To build the Halcyons of liberty, 
—Shameless abroad ill* enslaving flag mifctTd, 
And reign d a despot in the yotmger world. 
Denmark,— whose roving hordes, In barharorat times, 
Fill'd the wide north with piracy and crimes, 



19 



Awed every shore, and taught heir keels- to sweep 
O'er every sea, the Arabs of the deep, 
— Enibark'd, once more to western conquest led 
By Rollo's spirit risen from the dead. 

Gallia, — whose arms, of yore, while infant Rome 
Slept in her cradle, well-nigh seaVd her doom, 
(But lately laid with surer, deadlier blow 
The thrones of kings, the hopes of freedom low,) 
—Rush'd headlong to partake the glorious toils, 
The bold adventures, and*the splendid spoils. 

Britannia,— she wha scathed the crest of Spain, 
And won the trident sceptre of the main, 
When to the raging wind, and ravening tide, 
She gave the huge Armada's scatterd pride^ 
Smit by the thunder-wielding hand A 
Her vengeance ^wiu the wavt^i«0ijf<feu WOrld; 
—She shared the gain, the glory, and the guilt, 
By her were ^ayery's island-altars built, 
And fed with human victims ;~ till the cries 
Of blood, demanding vengeance from the skies, 
Piere'd her proud heart, too long in vain assail' d ; 
But justice in one glorious hour prevaiTd : 
Straight from her limbs the tyrant's garb she tore, 
Spotted with pestilence, and thick with gore ; 
O'er her own head with noble fory broke 
The grinding fetters, and the galling yoke, 
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Then plunged them in tK abysse3 of the sea, 
And cried to weeping Africa— * Be free!* 

Impatient spirit ! check thy timeless flight, 
Nor sing the morn amidst the dead of night * 
The night of ages, in whose horrid shade 
The sons of darkness ply'd their daemon-trade ; 
While Africa beheld her tribes, at home, 
In battle slain ; abroad, condemn'd to roam 
O'er the salt waves, in stranger-isles to bear, 
(Forlorn of hope, and sold into despair,) 
Through life's slow journey to its dolorous close, 
Unseen, unwept, unutterable woes. 
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ARGUMENT. 

« 

The Love of Country, and of Home, the same in all ages and among all nations.— 
The Negro's Home and Country. — Mungo Parke. — Progress of the Slave 
Trade.— -The Middle Passage.— The Negro in the West Indies.— The Guinea 
Captain.— -The Creole Planter.— The Moors of Barbary. — Buccaneers. ~— 
Maroons.— St. Domingo. — Hurricanes.— The Yellow Fever. 

There is a land, of ev'ry land the pride. 

Beloved by heaven o'er 'all 'the world beside; 

Where brighter suns dispense sefener light, 

And milder moons emparadise the night ; 

A land of beauty, virtue, valour, truth, s 

Time-tutor d age, and love-exalted youth : 

The wandering mariner, whose eye explores 

The wealthiest isles, the most enchanting shores, 

Views not p realm so bountiful and fair, 

Nor breathes the spirit of a purer air ; 10 

In every clime the magnet of his soul, 

Touched by remembrance, trembles to that pole : 



For in this- land of Heaven's peculiar graee, 

The heritage of nature's noblest race. 

There is a spot; of earth supremely blest, 

A dearer, sweeter spot than all the rest, 

Where man, creation's tyrant, easts aside 

His sword and sceptre, pageantry and pride, 

While in his soften'd looks benignly blend 

The sire, the son, the husband, father, friend : 

Here woman reigns ; the mother, daughter, wife, 

Strews with fresh flowers the narrow way of life ; 

In the clear heaven of her delightful eye. 

An angel-guard of loves and graces lie ; 

Around her knees domestic duties meet, 

And fire-side pleasures gambol at her feet. 

' Where shall that land, that spot of earth be found V 

Art thou a man ?—a patriot '--look around ; 

O thou shalt find, howe'er thy footsteps roam, 

That land thy country, and that spot thy home ! 

On Greenland's rocks, o'er grim Kamschatka's pi 
In pale Siberia's desolate domains; 
When the wild hunter takes his lonely way, 
Tracks through tempestuous shows hia savage prey, 
The reindeer s spoil, the ermine* treasure shares 
And feasts his famine on the fat of bears ^ 
Or, wrestling with the . might of raging, aeas*. ■ 
Where round the pole th* eternal bilkwt freeze, 



Plucks from their jaws the stricken whale, in t aim 
Plunging down headlong through the whirling main; 
— His wastes of ice are lovelier in his eye 
Than all the flowery vales beneath the sky, 
And dearer far than Caesar s palace-dome, 
His cavern-shelter, and his cottage-home. 

O'er China's garden-fields, and peopled floods ; 
In California's pathless world of woods ; 
Round Andes* heights, where Winter, from his throne, 
Looks down in scorn upon the summer zone; 
By the gay borders of Bermudas' isles, 
Where Spring with everlasting verdure smiles ; 
On pure Madeira's vine-robed hills of health ; 
In Java's swamps of pestilence and wealth ; 
Where Babel stood, where wolves and jackails drink, 
Midst weeping willows, on Euphrates 9 brink ; 
On Carme Test ; by Jordan's reverend stream, 
Where Can aan's glories vanish'd like a dream ; 
Where Greece, a spectre, haunts her heroes' graves, 
And Rome's vast ruins darken Tiber s waves ; 
Where broken-hearted Switzerland bewails 
Her subject mountains and dishonour d vales; 
Where Albion's rocks exult amidst the sea 
Aroimd the beauteous Isle of Liberty ; 
—Man, through all ages of revolving time,. 
Unchanging map, in every varying clime, 
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Deems Ms own land of ev'ry land the pride* 6s 
Beiov'd by heav'n o'er all the world beside; 
His home a spot of earth supremely blest, 
A dearer, sweeter spot than all the rest, 

And is the Negro outlaw'd from his birth 1 
Is he alone a stranger on the earth 1 70 
Is there no shed, whose peeping roof appears 
So lovely that it fills his eyes with tears'? 
No land, whose name, in exile heard, will dart 
Ice through his veins and lightning through his heart ? 
Ah! yes; beneath the beam of brighter skies, 75 
His home amidst his father s country lies ; 
There with the partner his soul he shares 
Love-mingled pleasures, ove-divided cares ; 
There, as with nature's warmest filial fire, 
He soothes his blind, and feeds his helpless sire ; so 
His children sporting round his hut behold 
How they shall cherish him when' he is old, 
Train d by example from their tenderest youth 
To deeds of charity and words of truth. a 
— ~ \ he not blest? Behold, at closing day, ss 
The negro-village swarms abroad to pky ; 
He treads the dance through all its rapturous rounds 
To the wild music of barbarian sounds; 
Or stretcncl at ease, where broad palmettos shower 
Delicious coolness in his shadow / bower, 9Q 
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He feasts on tales of witchcraft, that give 

To breathless wonder, or ecstatic mirth ; 

Yet most delighted, when in rudest rhymes 

The minstrel wakes the song of elder times, 

When men were heroes, slaves to Beauty's charms, 9$ 

And all the joys of life were love and arms. 

— Is not the Negro blest? His generous soil 

With harvest-plenty crowns his simple toil ; 

More than his wants his flocks and fields afford, 

He loves to greet the stranger at his board : 100 

c The winds were roaring, and the White Man fled , 

f The rains of night descended on his head ; 

* The poor White Man sat down beneath our tree, 
s Weary and faint, and far from home was he : 

' For him no Miner fills with milk the bowl, 10s 

* No wife prepares the bread to cheer his sotih 

* — Pity the poor White Man, who sought our tree, 
6 No wife, i*» molber, antf no home has he/ 

Thus sang the Negroni ^ughfars 'je^omd'-'^ain, 

O that the poor WMte Man might tear that strain I uo 

-—Whether the victim of the treacherous Moor ; 

Or from tire Negso's hospitable door 

Spurn'd as a spy from Europe's dreaded clime, 

And left to perish for thy country's crime ; 

Or destin'd still, when all thy wanderings cease 3 iu 

On Albion's lovely lap to rest in peace ; 

E 
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Pilgrim ! iii heaven or earth, where'er thou be, 
Angels of mercy guide and comfort thee ! 

Thus liv'd the Negro in his native land, 
Till Christian cruisers anchor d on his strand ; 120 
Where'er their grasping arms the spoilers spread, 
The Negro's joys, the Negro's virtues fled ; 
Till far amidst the wilderness unknown, 
They floarish'd in the sight of Heaven alone : 
While from the coast, with wide and wider sweep, 125 
The race of Mammon dragg'd across the deep 
Their sable victims, to that western bourn, 
From which no traveller might e'er return. 
To blazon in the ears of future slaves 
The secrets of the world beyond the waves. 13a 

When the loud trumpet of eternal doom 
Shall break the mortal bondage of the tomb ; 
When with the mother's pangs tb* expiring earth 
Shall bring her children forth to second birth ; 
Then shall the sea's mysterious cavert^ spread 135 
With human relics, render up their dead : 
Though warm with life the heaving surges glow, 
Where'er the winds of heaven were Wsmt to blow, 
In sevenfold phalanx shall the rally aig hosts 
Of ocean-slumberers join their wandering ghosts, I4& 
Along the melancholy gulph, that roars 
From Guinea to the Gharibbean shores. 



97 



Myriads of slaves, that perish'd on the way, 

From age to age the shark's appointed prey, 

By livid plagues, by lingering tortures slain, iu 

Or headlong plung'd alive into the m'ain, b 

Shall rise in judgment from their gloomy beds, 

And call down vengeance on their murderers' heads. 

Yet small the number, and the fortune blest, 
Of those who on the stormy deep found rest, iso 
Weighed with the unrememberd millions more, 
That scaped the sea, to perish on the shore, 
By the slow pangs of solitary care, 
The earth-devouring anguish of despair, 0 
The broken heart which kindness never heals, iss 
The home-sick passion which the Negro feels, 
When toiling, feinting^ in the land of canes* 
His spirit wanders to h^ native plains ; 
His little lovely dwelling there he sees 
Beneath the shade of Ms paternal tree^y Mto 
The home $fec^o:r^:^ 
The terrors of captivity arise. 
— Twas night :< his babes around him lay at rest, 
Their mother slumbered on their father' s breast : 
A yell of murder rang around their bed; tei 
They woke, their cottage Mazed, the victims fled } 
Forth sprang the amhush'd ruffians on their prey, 
They caught, they bound, they drove them fer away; 
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The white man Bought the fa at the mart of blood -i 
In pestilential barks they cross'd the flood; 
Then were the wretched ones asunder torn* 
To distant isles, to separate bondage borne,. 
Deny'd, though sought with tears, the sad relief 
That misery loves, — the fellowship of grief. 

The Negro, spoil' d of all that nature gave 
The freebora man, thus shrunk into a slave ; 
His passive limbs, to measur d tasks coofin d, 
Obey'd the impulse of another mind ; 
A silent, secret, terrible control, 
That ruled his sinews, and repress'd his souL 
Not for himself he waked at morning-light, 
Toil'd the long day, and sought repose at night ; 
His rest, his labour, pastime, strength, and health, 
Were only portions of a master s wealth ; 
His love-G name not love, where Britons doom 
The fruit of love to slavery from the womb. 

Thus spurn d, degraded, trampled and oppress* 
The negro-exile languished in the west* 
With nothing left of life but hated breath. 
And not a hope except the hope in death, 
T0 fly for ever fro 

And dwell a freeman in hit fotfeer-land 

Lives tWe a savage ruder than the *We! 
— Cruel as death, insatiate as the grave 3 



89 



False m the winds that roiraci Im vessel bl$w, - 195 

Remorseless as the gulph that yawns below, 

Is he, who toils upon the wafting flood, 

A Christian broker in the trade of blood ; 

Boisterous in speech, in action prompt aitd bold, 

He buys, he sells, — he steals, he kills, for gold. zoo 

At noon, when sky and ocean, calm and clear, 

Bend round his bark, one blue unbroken sphere ; 

When dancing dolphins sparkle through the brine, 

And sunbeam-circles o'er the waters shine ; 

He sees no beauty in the heav'n serene, 205 

No soul-enchanting sweetness in the scene,. 

But darkly scowling at the glorious day* 

Curses the winds that loiter on their way. 

When swoln with hurricanes the billows rise 

To meet the lightning midway from the skies ; 210 

When from th' unburthend hold his shrieking slaves 

Are cast at midnight to the hungry waves ; 

Not for bis victims strangled in the deeps, 

Not for his crimes the harden d pirate weeps, 

But grimly smiling when the storm is o'er, ns 

Counts his sure gains, and hurries back for more* 4 

lives there a reptile baser than the slave?* 
—Loathsome as death, corrupted at the grave, 
See the dull Creole at his pompous board, 
Attendant vassals cringing round their lord ; 230 
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Satiate with food, bis heavy eyelids close. 

Voluptuous minions fan him to repose ; 

Prone on the noonday couch he lolls in vain, 

Delirious slumbers rock his maudlin brain ; 

He starts in horror from bewildering dreams, sfc? 

His bloodshot eye with fire and frenzy gleams ; 

He stalks abroad ; through all his wonted rounds, 

The negro trembles, and the lash resounds, 

And cries of anguish, shrilling through the air, 

To distant fields his dread approach declare. sso 

Mark, as he passes, every head declined ; 

Then slowly raised, — to curse him from behind. 

This is the veriest wretch on nature's face, 

Ownd by no country, spurn' d by every race ; 

The tether d tyrant of one narrow span, 235 

The bloated vampire of a living man ; 

His fraine,—a fungus form, of dunghill birth, 

That taints the air, and rots above the earth ; 

His soul ; — ha* he a soul, whose sensual breast 

Of selfish passions k a serpent's nest? 340 

Who follows headlong, ignorant and blind, 

The vague brute-instinct of an ideot mind ; 

Whose heart, midst scenes of suffering senseless grown, 

E'en in hi* mother's lap was chill'd to stone ;■' 

Whose torpid pulse no social feelings move ; m 

A stranger to the tenderness of lose, 
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His motley haram charms his gloating eye, 

Where ebon, brown, and olive beauties vie ; 

His children, sprung alike from sloth and vice, 

Are bora his slaves, and lov'd at market price : ?.sq 

Has He a soul ?— with his departing breath, 

A form shall hail him at the gates of death, 

The spectre Conscience,~shrieking through the gloom, 

* Man, we shall meet again beyond the tomb/ 

O Africa ! amidst thy children's woes, 255 

Did earth and heaven conspire to aid thy foes? 

No, thou hadst vengeance.— From thy northern shores 

Sallied the lawless corsairs of the Moors, 

And back on Europe's guilty nations huri'd 

Thy wrongs and sufferings in the sister world : 260 

Deep in thy dungeons Christians clank' d their chains, 

Or toii'd and perish'd on thy parching plains. 

But where thine offspring croueh'd beneath the yoke, 
In heavier peals the avenging thunder broke. 

— Leagu'd with rapacious rovers of the main, g&s? 
Hayti's barbarian hunters harass'd Spain ; 

A mammoth-race, invincible in might, 

Rapine and massacre their grhn delight, 

Peril their element ;~o e er land and flood, 

They carried fire, and quenched the flames with blood; 

Despairing captives hail'd them from the co&ste, m 

They rosVd t© con nest, led hj Charib ghosts* 
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—Tremble, Britannia ! while thine islands tell, 

TV appalling mysteries of Obi's spell; 8 

The wild Maroons, impregnable and free, 275 

Among the mountain-holds of liberty, 

Suddeo as lightning darted on their foe, 

Seen like the flash, remember d like the blow. 

—When Gallia boasts of dread Marengo's fight, 

And Hohealinden's slaughtey-deluged night, 280 

Her spirit sinks; — the sinews of the brave, 

That crippled Europe, shrunk before the Slave; 

The daemon-spectres of Domingo rise, 

And all her triumphs vanish from her eyes. 

God is a spirit, veil'd from human sight 235 

In secret darkness of eternal light ; 

Through all the glory of his works we trace 

The hidings of his counsel and his face ; 

Nature and time, and change, and fate fulfil, 
Unknown, unknowing, his mysterious will % 290 
Mercies and judgments mark bim, every hour, 
Supreme in grace, and infinite in power 
Oft o'er the Eden-islaiids of the West, 
In floral pomp, and verdant beauty dbest, 
Roll the dark clouds of Us awdb&n di ire ; $&$ 
—Thunder and earthquake, whirlwind, flaod mi fire. 
Midst reeling mountains, and disparting plains* * 
Tell the pale world,?--* the Hod of vengeance reigns/ 



Nor in : he majesty of storms alone/ 1 
Th ? eternal makes his fierce displeasure known ; 
At his command the pestilence abhorr'd 
Spares the p<K c slave, and smites the haughty lord 
While to the tomb he sees his friend consign Vi 
Foreboding melancholy sinks his mind, 
Soon at his heart he feels the monster's fangs, 
They tear his vitals with convulsive pangs ; 
The light is anguish to his eye, the air 
Sepulchral vapours laden with despair ; 
Now frenzy-horrors rack his whirling brain, 
Tremendous pulses throb through every vein ; 
The firm earth shrinks beneath his torture-bed, 
The sky in ruins rushes o'er his head ; 
He rolls, he rages in consuming fires. 
Till nature spent with agony expires. 



END OF THE THIBD PAET 



PART IV. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Moravian Brethren. — Their Missions in Greenland, North America, and the 
West Indies.— Christian Negroes.— The Advocates of the Negroes in England— 
Granville Sharpe.—Clarkson, — Wilberforce, — Pit', — Fox.— The Nation itself. 
The Abolition of the Slave Trade.— The future state of the West Indies, — of 
Africa, — of the whole World. — The Millennium. 

Wa s there no Mercy, mother of the Slave ! 

No friendly hand to succour and to save, 

While Commerce thus thy captive tribes oppress'd, 

And lowering Vengeance linger d o'er the west? 

Yes, Africa ! beneath the stranger's rod 5 

They found the freedom of the sons of God, 

When Europe languish'd in barbarian gloom, 
Beneath the ghostly tyranny of Rome, 
"^Tbose second empire, eowFd and mitred? burst 
A Phoenix from the ashes of the first ; m 
From Persecution's piles, by bigot,?* fired, 
Among Bohemian mountains Tru*' ; 
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There 'midst rude rocks, in lonely glens obscure, 
She found a people scatter d, scora'd, and poor, 
1 little flock through quiet vallies led, 
A Christian Israel in the desert fed, 
While ravening wolves, that scorn'd the shepherd's 
Laid waste God's heritage through every land. 
With these the lovely Exile sojourn'd long ; 
Sooth'd by her presence, solac'd by her song, 
They toil'd through danger, trials, and distress, 
A-band of Virgins in the wilderness, 
With burning lamps, amid their secret bowers, 
Counting the watches of the weary hours, 
In patient hope the Bridegroom's voice to hear, 
And see his banner in the clo^ ppear : 
But when the morn returning caased the night, 
These stars that shone in darkness, sunk in light; 
Luther, like Phosphor, led the conquering day, 
His meek forerunners waned, and pass d away** 

Ages roll'd by, the tu^ perennial bloom'd 
O'er the lorn relics of those saints eatomb'd; 
No miracle proclaim' d their power dmBe ; 
No kings adom'd/iifr^ ; 
Cold and foi^it^ 

But God rememfaerd them r-^tfeir iather kept 
A faithful remnaiit ;^o-er their tiati^e cBme 
His Spirit mov'd iti his a^jioiated tittie, 
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The race revived at his almighty breath, 

A seed to serve" him, from the dust of death. 40 

' Go forth, my sons, through heathen realms proclaim 
c Mercy to sinners in a Saviours name 
Thus spake the Lord ; they heard, and they obey'd ; 
—Greenland lay wrapt in nature's heaviest shade ; 
Thither the ensign of the cross they bore ; 45 
The gaunt barbarians met them on the shore ; 
With joy and wonder hailing from afar, 
Through polar storms, the light of Jacob's star. 

Where roll Ohio's streams, Missouri's floods, 
Beneath the umbrage of eternal woods, 50 
The Red Man roam'd, a hunter-warrior wild ; 
On him the everlasting Gospel smil'd ; 
His heart was awed, confounded, pierced, subdued; 
Divinely melted^ moulded, and renew'd ; 
The bold* base Savage, nature's harshest clod, 55 
Rose from the dust the image of his God. 

And thou, poor Negro ! scorn d of all mankind ; 
Thou dumb and impoteat, and deaf and blind ; 
Thou dead in spirit! toil-degraded slave, 
Crush d by the csnrse oh Adam to r the "grave ! 60 
The messengers of peace, o'er land and sea, 
That sought the' sons of sorrow stoop'd to thee* 
— The captive rais'd his slow and sullen eyej 
He knew no friend, nor deem'd a friend was nigh, 



m 



Till the sweet tp^erg^ . , . 

And Meircgr hmth§, 4 Ms .^^fit^;^;/^ilil la«^..-?^a5r^.:5 =. ' : , 
Strange were idio^t^^ 

He. wept; and wonder A %t ; th$, mightf §km$% ; 
Felt the qpiok pang of&eepi/wsppmefi^fi dta$y. ;. ? \ 
And heard a small stiB whisper 3B: : Ms heart, . , ' • ' ■ ,.70 
A voice from..he$weii, that, tode the. outcast rise 
From shame pi* earth to, glory, in, the sides. . . .. , 
From isle to isle. the welcome ipg^-raii .. 

The slave that, |i4Md^"tl|(einL . M^rt^4 f fllift^:-. 

Like Peter, sleepfog in jjj*s ^rke^:;- 7$ 

The angel ©assae, his night wm 'tmnA tp/?foy I ' ■ 

6 Arise T his fetter* fall* Ms slpmbere.fl^ej.. 

He wakes to life, he. springs- to liberty* ' 

. 'Nq ymv$ to, 'P^^-lS^, in Jii40Oii8 : foTO^ 
He pray'd for earthqiia.k<8% . j^'^epee* mA, atoraig, ' M 
Id secret. aj^tiy^ 

Aiad s while he spir^;fefc •■■ . 

To h®mm :fkp : Qfafyl^ . 

In moraiog:? ows,.,, i*ji<| .^^|pg. : , 

He : pray^. for m 

Thkdeaitt^^ 

Thoioighrof^ 

Yet whO*-^'^^ \ ' ■ 

No linger braiii^ - ; , . , '. , 

••.He 'wa|I^4 i%t|i^ j$fpf< ..^f : de^s;#§j v.:\. •/ ,|n; 
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Mnm^Mmg virtue ix*3 'Myopes above*. ; . - 
IMsirged.his hearty 'mi saa&fified bis love •< 
With hiamble steps the-.path&of peaee be trod* 
A happy pilgrim* for .he walked "with -God.. 

Still slowly spread the dawn -of life and day, 95 
In death and. darkness: pagan myriads Jay ; 
Stronger and heavier chains than those that Mud 
The captive's lissihs* enthrall'd'his abject mind; 
The yoke of ibarihfe neck indignant bore, 
The yoke of sin his willing spirit wore. . ' 100 

Meanwhile among .the. great, the brave, - the free, 
The matchless race of Albion and the. sea, 
Champions arose ; to plead the Negro s e eause | 
la the wide breach of violated laws, 
Through which- the torrent of injustice rolPd, im 
They, stood;— with zeal imconquerably bold, 
They raised their voices, fetrefchM their arms t© save 
From chains the freeman* from despair the slave f 
The exile's heartsick anguish . to ^suti&ge, . 
And rescue Afric from the gpojtter'^ mg®« ' no 
The iiiaseraM©;Mother r froiii : |he shore* 
Age after age,' beheld- the ferfa llaf hftre 
Her .tribes to bondage s^with" distxtetioa wrung, 
WM. ^ the fio&c&a'that geek® her yonmg 9 ' . ■ 
She Mm¥& mmhmieiMgMmmg^ : .&6m km ®jm ;. i 1$ 
Her' inmost deserts mhwmg id her. ®mm y ■ 



Till agony ■■ ik% : .^mB0i $! $A^^&^^^^ 1 •■ >. i.= 
Ami ■ ster n ,. wii^p^ soiil . , ; 

S^Nio?^ v " : ' r ' ■"^' V: -'. 

1b ecstasy ,i,<p£ ^^\.&i^t-b^^a§ir;;'i ■ %^ : > : ,j- 
CJoM in l^|F;eye st^a&th<)^ 
While pityiisg jialsi^ stride; - 

'Ttas:J\£rica»; enti^cedLwith' isoiro^^.sloo^.': 
Her fisi eyei^^^iij|^pi-, ifeie^^^'fldoi^;; '••/•/•; ?. 
—When Sliaprpe^o^ 

' From Lybiaa ]im&;wcttfi8^^ • 
And ;£aifr^ 

Her soil is freedom ■ ' 

—When Cl^ksoB Ms -yietoiid^ 
Unyielding in the ' c&pse -of r G&d;,&&d mae* ■ 7 ■ 
Wise, .patient, :-p erseyexiBg fW'efsd/ ' - ■ ; ■ - ' ■ . ' 
No guile- copld'''^ i«flB3," ,; :- ; ; 

.He - ■ • . ' 

■ He ;rest» ' " - r ' w ■ - " : - '■ : ' 

Whcm Wilbei^ ' v" 

.. Hie mew ^.C^^ 

iiidfciigy 

. If at : while; Ms ■ t<^ 
.Jfo &e- descended"^ 



O'er the sweet tee in silent BQRpp? ^rcpt^ 
—When Album's crimes .drew tfinnder from her too 

gup. 

Lamented Cowper ! ip,thy path I.-taejuI j , 

■^^fe^^ - : /■>; 

;||!^ 

#§§^^ ; 
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Her awful forehead on her ^wew r^ciia'd 

The Mother thought upon her Sons, sad wept i 
—She thought of Nelson, in the battle skin, 
A$d|*^ 
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e f , ¥ lerar? mmtm the oi Ms' fieasi $ 
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Tyrant iiiid;|If^ ;: y J;t : ;/v v y ■• 

For God creafc^f^^^ j ^' : ^^'..\ : -v ; :-:^'' ' 

Then Jp&fice^fi^^ .' " ; ^t' 

Shall reign i# dV$fe' : ^ ■'■■fi ^Y^< 1 ' 

And the sweet -sho;^ -sas 

Again shall; he 8 vthe}ista^ ; Y,Y/: ^ -v^^.^ 

Invdh^' .0 Jlfe y^Y^ : 

A- Negwsiotfe i^^y? *.ts-gfo 

f: Son of my;wid6w*44oy • >>y] 1 

* Avenge thy fathers : ; m^rdeiv,0 : ^my hoy f , • , *.V ■■ " 
Along those feiaks the,' fearless';. strays^ . ■. ,y- '■ 

Bathes in the stream* amo^ . 

See the j^-3»Qira4i^^ - ■'• Y 235 

The fierce yp'fr^ ".. 

Bii¥e$4fe|^ • ■ ; yy y" ; 

-And Smites, l&e^ • 

To giant /strength '• -y Y 

He.-hauiits:;:the i^Id^i^ei^ ; yy.y vY S4 ®' 
A'-tigress with.beir .wW^ "to' sekeiiiiB.-SiiraegJ > ■ » y 

He teOTVtJaem^ . ::■ 

In the drear ea^i^;;*rfte ; ; • ■ s V ' ;, y' 

Thither wi!d'sl»€^^ ■ yy;.; :; - -v-;:r ' 

' He head$ lliOT.ilb^y tffey^fei^f lp|t^ i : g4^' • 

In death a^cfeYt^ yyv; V v ; : -iy 



,? Stronger a^i^ 

VProisder Ms|^ ■ 

. Innumerable ; - •'• ' "&o 

O W '.Lybian .sahd&j . ' 

In lire and>wr^;lK;A 'rmi; ■* ' 

•Where; the noon-shadow shrinks beneath the sun.; ' 
-'Prone, at the rCoiiq^erdr s;-fe^~from sea to -sea* • •• -ass 
A; hundred nation 

O erjpros-ixate" natut^^unreveal'd domains,-' ■ ■ 

- The Je.tighis Kls^. of Africa* fee reigns. ■ ; ■ 

- ; ; Dim through- the iright of these tempestuous years 
A- sajbhath dawn- o'er' A&ica appears-; ' ' seo 
Then shall her neck freW Europe's yoke he freed, : 
And healing -arts fo'Md^oiss '. 
At home tk&h&MB of peace 'her' tribes shall bind, 
Ocpimerce abroad -^spouse thein With ' mankind, ; . 
WMIe : piire ■ ■■ 

; , ; Mor Ik th&: isles'' $fi3. -Africa atone, ■ 

PAthjB^'of ; Ifereies !;; speefl': the promi^d- how ; .' 
■/- l^^llngdom eome power ; ; . . ' m 

&>•' prtue, : feBd#iedge 5 sp^ia frok pole to pole," 

iS^roumd the W0flcl; : tte' ocean waters 'roll ! ' ' ! ' ' 



—Hope waits" the m©r%ksg< 
Time plomeft'.-hii^.swiiig^^fikl'^Viffl 




Seen through thick clouds by faith* trampieFemg eye% 
The New Creation shines ir* pOTer »Mek 
—AM hail !— the age of crime an$ swiflferitig ; 

reign of n^hteonmess from heaven 4«scends : sm 




», rising 



is one wsm Ijod 



rmm 

Job is 



EH f> OF THE FOYJ-BTH AND I* AST FAST, 
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Note * line 6.^far as Niger roik Ms eastern tide. — Mungo Parke, in his 
travels, ascertained that " the great rivet of the Negroes" flows eastward. 
It is probable, therefore, that this river is%ither lost among the sands, or 
empties itself into some inland sea, in the undiscovered regions of Africa. 

See also Part 1L Urn €4. 

Note b line 8S5. Demed to ages, kit betrotUd to ms. — When the Aiv#?f v 
Th.e West Indies conceiyed the plan of this introduction of Columbus, 1-u, \js-x 
not aware that he was indebted to any preceding poet for a hint on the sub- 
ject; but some time afterward% ©n.& second perusal of South ey*s Ma doc* 
it struck him that the idea of Columbus walking on the shore at sunset? 
which he had hitherto imagfc his own, might be only a reflection of the 
impression, made upon his mh. . long before, by the first reading of the fol- 
lowing splendid passage. He therefore gladly makes this acknowledgment, 
tfctiligh* at4u&*ywn expense, injustice, to the Author of the noblest n&mtive- 
Foem iu the English language, after the -Faebib Queen e. and Paradise 
Lost.' ~ 

* When, evening csme > .toward the echoing shore 
' 1 and CadwaSlon walk'd together forth j 

' Bsight with dilated glory shone the west; 

* But brighter lay the ocean Hood below, 

* The'bu?ai$h*d silver se&j that heav «! and fb&h'd 

* It& mt!«» rays intolerably bright. 

if IMiiee I* qmth CadwaltoOj * tlsos* host m?^ the *vav«s 

* la trksmph whet* ib' Insider felt; thine mm, 
s O what, a nobler conquest might be mm. 
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4 <¥)iece < r'-iipoi* tW wMetfeM !W Wfeat truest ikMsf" 

* A .bouadtesa %f asie s a boawie Sraipassable i - 
t'Tkai thw shonldtt rale' tb$ elementa'!— tbat thea® . 

s Ms^bi manly ■ TOei^g^^^lj.Fssi©^ fed 

* Some bappy isle, soB^ttndltcove?? 3 shone*';' «• 



A a 0 s 1JS -K 



0 4j©iiisi seize tae 
« BgbM tbatptf*eir wpr1d« wbef© yonder sua 
« Mcsw speeds, to <d**i> la gl 



eko 8m %h 'Mm. 




■ ' mtt s < line" 8* • ' J^d^flf cftswfr 1 

• fifes of a!! thzlmmmi speeks. Their Mfriy;«a6 ® m 

« Wpj. The mother*. ore paSibnatelf ted of -tMr'^Mtoii;. G^Bmf^ 

Jtood^"Mto*> tie, 55 said qoy. ttten&iit: *ted6«tf;taj* aaf feo&eiv* 

« ike mito' m^mmt Itimtd umi^ljM |iemi^%e^f iM ft* ie^S . 

• 5 a . w fcicb ibe .Miai^iago-. wom^/k^ct'tfeeiir. eM%m is 

'Wffc^Itmt the only co^l^tefeasi^ yat^yhm*** ' 

'an'^eredby^ 

The d^riptfcmof-Afr^ of 

tbel^* 8 ^ 

aecoimts of 'MuSre® Paws*;- • "' '- : " ; \ ; " \ ',. 



;Hote \ Mm ' Of kmiM$g:p!mg&i lis asrita ' .Clis tlk sut$ee& 

tfo flowing- iiistis€3 ©£ kIaHBt.kes^4ifek -efueliy w*V substantiated Isr'a* 
court of justice. 

6 In-.thU year^certara iiaafrra'teii. desired to he bean!- s^gaiaat Gregson 
f-a«d«Uief»'Qf.LivefpOQl y ,m th&case of the s2up r %0B$.capt&» Coltingwood* 

3 alleging that :tb& capitis, and oBukks 'of said vessel :tbj«w omhoard-. oea 
*ItCTdmf'fii4' ihirty-tw© skves-aliye jnt&the ^ Js.oicte.to:-defrsiid them* 
*.%'-«Mrni2ig value -.of the -said- slaves/ &* if tbey : badges lost Is' a na- 
5 ' tarsi wy; ' . -In. . $be ■. eouf *e ' ©f , the trial* . whhh &§&mm$% ' mm 'on, it ap« 

* pearedi that the slaves on board the Zoug wem very sickly ; - tint sixty of 
vthesi bad. already-died *|vf5&d several were, ill atuHikely to die, whm theeap- 

* tain proposed to James Kelsall, the mate, and others* to throw' several of 
<- Qgrerfcmd^ stating 4 fee if ^hey died-' « aatufal death* the - loss would 
« fait upoa the owners of tbe ship* hut tba% if they were thrown into the seas 

* it would ftH upon the underwriters*' He selected acc@rdmgly.oiie hundred 

4 sad thirsyMtae -of the most .sickly of the. slaves. Fs%«ibu? -of these- were 
* imm&$mMf,$hmym overboaid, -sad -fe^r-two were made to be partakers 

* of £hek,£at©-©ir the «e«edimg day. . la the course of three days afterwards 
e tSie-rejoambig twsmfyHdx.were' brought 'upon deck to complete the nurohes 
retf-vactiin** Tfe-tet.sl^teaa admitted to'-be thrown into the sea;, bntthe 
*j!«»twS$& a aafcd&jesblution wtiinl($not.-a»3er -the. officers- to touch them; 

* feast leaped after their ssmpaBwai^mad steed iifaeir late. 

* Tbe.plesV which was settup behalf of' this atrocious sad unpaiaileled 

* set of wic!uR3&ess; wssv-&&tlte -citato discovered, when he made the pro- 
a po»4- t^at iieJsadsmly^w.Mind^ and thafch® 
thad/8t£ssed4»8"pbi&< -it -was'-piiovgdV -however,- in -answer to this, tHat tij© 
s &m had tea jr*ut upon sdlowa^c*,.- sad thaV-as if^TOvuteaee .had 
^~4®tmmm4:-t® *3b*£ -m ung^rv*^: .p?.V 5 of the. gnUt/a shower a£-.-r&ia 

* ^l- and icm&iMJ&'&pr:- ihfce' d&ys' Immediately <nfter the second lot .of 

* slaves b«d bse** dfc©U ♦yee? by means of ■ v*hicb. .they migiit .tare .-Med 
*»amy of'lMr ^fcssste^ wstkv water, thus -have prevented all isecesaify 

* Mr, Slurp was .present at this . trial, and. procured the attendance .of a 

* short-band' writer to. take down the j&ets, which should come out' is the 

* course of it, Ttae be' gave ' to the publics 'a^erwardl . He commnsicafed 

* tfeesi a!s0 a t^ltb a copy of the trial, to the lords of the Admiralty,'- as the 

5 gsi.wll.ass of Justice apom s«a%-and to the Buke of Fot&.nd,'as prsisci- 



'pal miniate? of state. * No notice ;bowe^,wa«* taken byaay <df. these Jof 
4 the raform&tson which hsd been thus sent them/ Ckrimifs Hutortj qf the 
Abolition, &c. Page 9$ —7. 

Note * line 154. FAe wrtk-Hkvmttkg angmsh of «S^irv~~The negroes 
sometimes, in deep and irrecoverable melancholy, waste themselves away by 
secretly swallowing large quantities of e&nh, It is remarkable that .ff eafth- 
eating^ as it is tailed* is an mfectiom, and even ••• wcki malady ; plantations! 
have been occasionally ahnost depopulated, by the Slaves, with one consent, 
betaking themselves to this strange practice, which speedily bring* them to 
a miserable and premature end. 

Note 4 line S16Y C&mts hfc gams oad harries Buck fir mre.. See 
Note*. >- ; 

Note * line S17. Lm$ there a mpiik hmr thm the slave? &cv The cha- 
racter of the Creole Planter here drawn ia : justified both by reason and feet? 
it is no monster of imagination, though, for the credit of htnastin nature, we 
may hope that it is & monster as srare I as it is shocking. It is the double curse 
of slavery to degrade all who are concerned with it, doing or- nffirmg. The 
slave himself is the lowest in the scale of human beings, — except the slave- 
dealer, Br. Pink auk's Note* m the Wkst Jn£ke 9 'and Caftah* S^edita^s 
Account tf- Surinam, afford examples of the cruelty, ignorance, nlr>*\ and sen~ 
duality of Creole Planters, particularly m 'Buteh " Guiana,- whic; cuMy equal 
the epitome of vice and abomination exhibited in these lines. ' 

Note i lines 86*5-~ 6. Leagued with rapacious rmers of the msif^ 

Hqptfo barbarian kmterti h&rmii Sjfmm. ■ 
Alluding to the Freebooters and Buccaneers, who infested the Charibbeaa 
seas daring the -sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and were* equally re- 
nowned for their" valour and brutality; 

' Net© s line 274. 1W app&lBtg fmpferiet *f OhCs tpelL -See DAsx&ifi 
Buttery, qf the Marwm, among the mountains of Jamaica: also Br. Mosit- 
let's Trmtim on Sugar. 
Nets * ?l»e «QQ* Nor in the majesty ®t ztmrm.aimb, &c • See'Pr. Fm- 
Notts m the Watt Indm, Vol III, particulaily* Letter XII. ' 
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PART IV. 



» Note * line 30. His meek forermners waned and I pasid may? kc. The 
context preceding and following this line alludes to the old Bohemian and 
Moravian Brethren who flourished long before the reformation, but af- 
terwards were almost lost among the Protestants, till the beginning of the 
eighteenth century, when their ancient episcopal church was revived in Lusatia 
by some refugees from Moravia. See Chantz's Ancient and Modern History 
of the Brethren*— Histories of the missions of the brethren in Greenland, 
North America, and the West Indies, have been published in Germany ; 
those of the two former have been translated into English. See Crantsfs 
History of Greenland, and Losfdels History of the Brethren among the Indians 
•m North America,— It is only justice here to observe, that Christians of 
other denominations have exerted themselves with great success in the con- 
version of the negroes. No invidious preference is intended to be given 
■ to -the Moravians; -but . knowing them best* the author- particularized this 
society. , . , 

- Note b line 81 — & In secret agony "demur *d ike earth, 

And while he spared kh mother,, curJd H? birth. 
See notes b and e Fait III. - v 

Note ■ line iS5„ When Sharpe, on proud Britannia's charier d -share, &c. 
Granville Shabps, Esq. after a struggle of many years against authority 
and precedent, established in our courts of justice the law of the Constitution, 
that there are no slaves in England, and that the fact -of a negro being, found 
si* this country is of itself a proof that he is a freeman. 

Note * Sine When Clarkson his victorious course began. No pane- 

gyric which a conscientious writer can bestow, or a good mail may receive, 
.will I*; deemed cxtr&y^gsst for the. modest merits of Mr, Classen by 
those who are acquainted with his labours. See his History of the Ab&Htwm f 
&c, two volumes, lately published. 

Note • line 136.. . The 'new Las Casas of t$ mirid race. . The author- of this 
pvmi confesses himself under many obligatio&s to Mr. Wilberfbrce's eloquent 
letter on the Abolition of -the Slave Trade, addressed to the Freeholders of 
Yorkshire, and published in 1807, previous" to -the decision of the question.--- 



•l&tCASAs&mh&maww^ ®f feeing-^ ' 

yeawa^H*!^ 8°^ ^ 

grading -&£ufe^ '..He -jWW^-^ 

advances, are wellwftlij..0fcQ!5syes^o»,a :r . .. . ■ :, ■•■ 

The 'Slave -Ttrade betw@n Africa and fewest -India*, cmweaeed* a» 

■". .- Herreta* gfam- wl^'-rtfec* ■ 4«iaAbii^ iw*^. fi^l^cm^ -taken . iiib^^wt -■ ftr 

" hfcaaitttiW • 

•,H«ra^l*.' • . ^ affcrlfoa 

^w&hchiiBi ase*Be^^^^^ 
;^te<ii*$a*^^ 

m$$ be a*l<ie4 that he wss gre^i»aefefced to ^ m ;.tori«4>RW^. «>. ^ 

-1b t&e- numeral writing* of -Las; €asss'. -h\mmlf s . a^ext«n$ there *«wt 
wm&ia favour. of staw^ of an^jkiatfV fcttt^;*^^ 
and invective against it in every, shape;, and^am^his eloqnen^appeal^.an^ 
compressive plans, ttt behalf :0f • tfcoppf*^, W m > aot 
tary htoti;-Sn- * only twice 

mention? the negroes through all his multiiariona. wHtii^l; •• > f; o^ insl^ce 

^on^iife^ : atM^aad'-ia the : :$aiiis^^ 
la aether memorial*:^ 

■ • Theoriginai accusation f^a^aleife^^^ww^^f iierref% 

' ' $-:to*Bi^ W^€^;^iWyMg» ttsat -Sua . 
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c <33^V<proje$ted ©ther expedients, such- as to procure Jhr fh CdsiiikM^ssi'e- 

* §ikk@im iMInd$m a eurg&&f nqpvis, "to relieve the Indians m the eultu?e of 
*'$h&> earth' and &e.labourcf the -mineti^' also'- to 'obtain great mmdsa* ff 
S'gpert&tgr mm (from; Europe,) who should pass over into tbsae- regions, with 
4 certain privileges, md on certain, conditions which he detailed.^- '<:'V 

■ Let this 8tatement.be -compared with Robertson's moe^e3&ggmte<!,&c- 
county avowedly taken fm% Herrera'afan8,mi&itt every ; man judge for himself 
whether one of the most zealous and indefatigable advocates of freedom that 
ever existed, ' while he '--contended' earaestiv''- for the liberty of the people 

* bom in one quarter of the globe, laboured to enslave the inhabitants of 
4 toother region, and In 1 his seal to save the Americans front the yoke, pro- 

* aouneed it to be lawful m&. e&pedknt to impose one still kewkr 'on the 
6 Africans.' . Mdfertsm's 'History of 'America, Vol. I. Part III. But the cir- 
cumstance, connected by Dr. Eobeetson with this mpposed scheme of Las 
GasaSj 5s unwarranted by any authority, and makes his own of no value. He 
adds 'the plan of Las Casas was adopted. Charier (F.) granted a patent to 
f one of his Flemish favourites, containing an exclusive right of importing 
' four thousand negroes into America ' Herrera, the only author whom Dr. 
Bobertson pretends to 1 follow, does not, in any place, associate his random 
charge ajgaiast Las Casas with this acknowledged and most infamous fact 
The crime of having first recommended the importation of African slaves 
into the American islands, is attributed" by three writers of the life of Car- 
dinal, Ximenes, (who rendered himself illustrious- by his opposition to the 
trade -in its infancy) to Chiewres, and by two others to' the Flemish noHBty 
tketmekses, who obtained the- monopoly aforementioned, and which' was sold to 
some 6 Genoese , merchants for £15,000 ducats, and ttiey were the first who 
6 brought into a regular form that commerce- for 'slaves between Africa and 

* America; -which has since -been carried on to such an'- amassing- extents—It 
is unnecessary ' .to say. more -on this .,silbject~^A translation of 'Gregory's de- 
fence of Las Casas was 'published "in '1-80$. fyy 'M*-B. 'Symnds y - Faformsier 

■Mm. '' '- / ' , ' ;'■'"'•'"' ,. ... ' 

" Mot® '.- Hue. -1-83; ' dndhh tost signd beaming ©V the main. 

s England expects every m&n. 'to do his duty. 9 - 
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• • . ■ . • ~. . CEUBELIS UBIQSJE 

X.UCTU8*. UB2QUE FAVOB, ST PLUEiMA MORTIS IMAGO. 

JSS&a II* 

Beyoh© Sahara's wilderness, where heaves 
The arid surge* oerwhelming in its sweep 
Morse* norseman, and tae c&niel-s towering crest* 
/is by the. stars' the .straggling caravan, 
At midnight hour,- their "sultry voyage steer | 
Beyond that, wilderness tlie nations' dwelt 
in peace and 'happiness: - im foreign foe 
Had. crossed tlie desert or .-had .ploughed the main* 
Conveying warfare and. the-'seeds-of war,- 
lliere bounteous nafcire with spontaneous' ha&d' 
Has scattered every herb,; tree,- shrubs and 'flower, 
That laleisters to. man's delight or ?iae : • • 
'Illicit Mciss0iB^-friiit ? jul^m at'^nee the hoitglia, ' ' • ' 
.Wiile iptd the-- gay festoohft f\4l' mMj a Biri. ' 
Of ploiaage-' wmi®m>- brilliant as -tlie ham ' ' •'• - ! 



Of* tniip bells* V- , mtet blossoms seem : 

In that fair land of MIL and dale, and strasmt. 

The simple tribes from age to age liad beard 

No hostile voice, save when die lion's roar 

Or tiger s howl was heard far in the woods ; go 

Far in the woods was then the lion s haunt, 

For then each bow was bent, each lanee was poised 

Against the savage tenants of the wild ; 

More savage men as y«t were there unknown. 

Safe on the Atlantic beach the old and young m 

In mirth and revelry were wont to join ; 

Beneath his plantain tree the father sat, 

And, while his children joyous played around, 

Indulged the hope* unmingled with a fear, 

That in the midst of tbem his days should end. m 

Behold the dire re jrse, nor tern aside 
From scenes of crimes^ of cruei^s and woes. 
Horror my theme ! no soothing strain I mng : 
Let selfish sensibility wink hard,* 

And bar both ears against the rude assault 5 35 

There still are manly, minds who bend a look 

Steadfast on guilt in all ils hideous fosms, 

Who misery -firm survey wilt teaiiest-eye, 

Yet melting heart, and hmd prompt to thieve. 

Truth, gloomy truth, Urn mh&d-m d®ep dt^neh'd 

In Mood f should wm&Z mBveifed-Ae puMie view~» 4H- 



And real tragedy, at la&t assume 

That spadbswi stage, round which an atidbnee draws 

Numerous •-«>'> they who speak Britannia's tongue. 

In day's full noontide glare, see M.-^ler roam. 
Undauntedly, and aim the fateful ball 
With k sen remorseless eye, boasting the deed 
By which a husband and a father Mis ; 
Then hurries off his unprotected prey, 
A frantic widow with her orphan babes. 
Now Treachery lurks beneath the flowery smile 
Of meeting friends, and stings with double pang. 
Even princes traitors prove, and oft conspire 
To sell their subjects : lo, at midnight hour 
The royal mandate lights the treacherous flame 
That o'er the deep-hushed hamlet ruin spreads. 1 * 
Wildered with tc -mr, parents, children flee,, 
But rush upon a tale, than what they shun 
More dreadful ; every bond that binds to life 
Burst, never to be joined, and in their stea ,d 
Chains, dungeons, torments, torturing disease. 
With but on© melancholy beam of hope 
Reflected faintly from a watery tomb. 

And whence this whelming pestilence of crimes ? 
? Tw&s Europe sent the imwmn mission forth, 
Soon as her sons had learnt the magnet's power,™ 
Mysterious pilot! whose wide ken discern®* 



Unerringly., through ^^^s^mm^h^ storms. 



Whether the housing &Mp^ the waves 

Or reeling quiver on tin! foaming ridge, — * 
Still points aright, and guides her o'er the deep. 

But goon the foul prominence in gtiilt 
By England was engrossed. From Mersey's bay, 
Or turbid Severn, , mark the gallant ship, 
Gaily bedecked,, a scene of seeming joy, 
Where many a heavy and repentant heart 
Sees the green shore recede, the mountains grey 
Sink from the straining sight,- and nought all round 
But wave and sky. Ere long sweet-scented air. 
From Lusitania's groves, swell every sail 
With fragrance, every heart 
Smiling the aged helmsman turns to 
The balmy gale; whife ftom Ae topmast 
The ship-boy ^iea the bi^ot?v|pided ^hore 
And thinks how h&ppy is the 
Who fearless clim bs among 
These shores glide fast away, 
Far o*er the 

With day, thfe Mm&n miseJ 

in review* ak#%opie waver 
Sagacious of 





Indelible to decks long drenched with -gore, 
Beath~oi»em&g I*kd$r mpply acqnwy ■ dire ; - 
Gr fowai^d flocking, ere the ship appear, 
Wheel clamorous, and perch upon the beach, 

Sure harbingers of wratchedneskto Mm 
Who daily with the sub; tG .sc^; |he dc^p/ 
Yon mountain climbs, ? ieaiiifig^witiL feeding Tareast 
His playful boy.* And -mow ffche r ;saik appear 
Hung in the dim horiaoi^ fe^ifoitfs'fl^gv 
Britannia's glowing ensign, is descried;* 
Then full in view the; floating prison-house, 
The Pandorean arit^i|pi^ course 
Imagination can ooidi^p^ip^t 
Poor huinan lifb>-::«im^^ sur&e. 
The mother 
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water " 
izn & htkmiiLg step 
{t is* the white wxm ttrt&d. Trembling he flies 
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io reach friendly 
The thunder of Ae ^w 
Comes fiill &pom km ear 
With fetters loaded, or -the 

Su*i\ is the 
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& paw, 

••views;- 



Forward he flies and darts into the wood. 

B small the sma of evil that result* 
From individual crime 3 though deep their dye, 
Compared to that destruction which awaits 
On war, on war incited by the arts 
Of men, professing to ohe the words 
Of Him, whose law was peace. 

The murderous league, 
r Fhe bribe for blood, is struck, the doom pronounced. 
By which a peaceful u&offe&dksg raee 
Are sentenced to tfee to^^^ #o exile, 
Calm wm the eve, aiad ^ocmng T^aa %} 
That gently feimsd 
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Sat garrulous, aad.pmsed the tfS$totom0i 
Of better yem^.f^tUhpnfe 
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; Qiey ^e.#^k'«J^e^ 
iiirtkfiil rifsg%*or< 
& herd's mffsmsh.' 
Of l^rdssKmiVii^rr! it is the tftaji^&tjdted, 
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Distant as yet*, and faint.amoiig the mils-. 
Homeward each, warrior -hies and grasps ''*e spear. 
And slings the .quiver o'er .his throbbing ftreast, 
Trembling for those who weeping round him wait., 
Bat bold in conscious .courage and his cause,-— iso 
Quick round the Beatang, all in martial guise,. 
The dauntless phalanx eager is arrayed ; 
Not one who claims, though hut in half-formed voice, 
The name of man, waits for the chieftains call : 
Even boys, who scarce can string their childish bows, us 
Press keenly forward, and like untrained dogs 
Are rated home. To stem the tide of war, 
Forward the warriors haste : the foe appears, 
The honhalon resounds ; the murderous yell, 
Impatient of delay, is raised no , pause im 
Allowed for marshalling, with van to van. 
Opponent, stretched in parallel array* 
But line with line, the chiefs at either head, 
Is fiercely joined, like two infuriate snakes 
That crested sneet*, entwining* fHi convolved m 
"They form * wriAing 'globed md poisoned die 
By mutual weundt* Not so the combat ends- 
Thai seals Kooma's doom : .right yields to power, 
Overwhelmed '^'by j*nnAes% fathers* husbands, Ik 
Bead, Meedinr dying;; We$sediar^. : the de^d ! w 
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They hear not the oppressor s chain, nor feel 

The belted iron ; yAMe from a neighbouring hill 

The pale-faced, ratMess author of the war. 

Surveys the human harvest reaped -and -born, 1 J 

Fire, sword, ai*d rapine, sweep away at once irs 

The cottage with its inmates, and transform 

The happy vale into a wilderness ; 

No human being, save the bowed down, 

AmA children that scarce lisp a father's name, 

Is left : as when a fof«st is laid low, *so 

Haply some single and far sundered trees 

Are spared, while every lowly shrub and flower, 

That sheltered smiled, droops shivering in the breeze. 

And now the wretched captives, linked in rows,* 
In sad community of chains, drag on ns 
Their iron-cumbered limbs* while oft the scourge 
Or unclosed wound Wave* m .the thirsty sand * 

The traces of their jiA^yWb%iyi ' 
Ai Ia*t tbe f?iis^ 

Where low they li^ <Jieper«ad is j®mm0£hmfk i m 
Then mm nrJbout^, to h$m tbm hwtekm gsife ■ ^ : 

Mockery ^mi^i^httif^ d^wliif& ■ 




The groans of 'parents from their children torn* 
Of brother, ; -i:er severed ; every fie 
Of kindred i>y ; one rude revulsion r-m, 

Yet such is not the cruel lot of ait : 
Some kindred groups remain entire s and :yV-, 
The solace of society in woe. 
Behold a father driven with his sons, 
The mother with her nursling in her arms.— 
To meet yon ship, now newly hove in sight 
And unsupplied, the trader with his flock 
Hastes to the water edge, where waits his boa? 
Its human cargo : first the sire is bound 
And thrown beneath a bench'; the- rest unbound 
Implicit follow where affection leads : 
His darling boy hastes in and lays him down, 
A gentle pillow to hia father's head, 
And with his little hand would dry the tears 
That fill the upward-turned^ despairing eye, 
Quick plunge the oars ; fleetly to eyes unused 
The land retreating seems, while the huge ship 
Comes towering on with all her bulging sails ; 
And now she nighs, and now her shadow spreads 
P^k o'er the little barge's captive freight, 
like vulture's wings above the Gambling ^mh, 

Alas, another captive-loader keel 
Plies from the shore to meet the floating mart. 
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Ah, who is he. that m the dimpling track 

Elbows the brine ! He in a boy, bereft 

Of sight, and worthless, m the traders eye : 

The only remnant to a father left 

Of all his children ; he the best beloved, 

Because most helpless ; yet bo prayer will move 

The felon merchant to admit the child 

To share the fetters which his father bind : 

And now he gains upon the sounding oars 

That guide his following coarse, and now the side 

Eager he grasps, and, though still pushed away* 

Still he returns, till frequent on his hands 

He feels the bruising blow ; then down he sinks, 

Nor makes one faint endeavour for his life. 



*£NJD OJ? THE JFIKST PABT. 



PART I] 



BISK WAS THETOSSXHG, DEEI* THE GROANS: DESPAIR 
BUSIEST F&OM COUCH TO COUCH TENDED THE SICE. 

PARADISE LOST. 



He a—- heave the anchor^ on your handspikes rise ! 

Yo yea resounds amid the buzz confused 

Ascending from the hold with groans and shrieks 

That cannot be repressed ; and now fall sail 

To catch the breeze, that scarce the canvass fills^ 5 

The floating herse nods onward o'er the waves. 

But even yet the victims have not reached 
The utmost pitch of misery* for the gale 
With gentle sigh the canvass scarcely fills, 
And all the hatches are foil open thrown* 10 
Gwm% free entrance to the breath of life : 
Yet, in the* imperfect truce of corporal sufferance, 
*Tk then that agony most keenly gnaws 
The tortured. mn\ \ the father then <fo^W** 
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Of the 

forgets 

That boils 
He hears 
But 



flood 

ibnii^ erittg" fi*ecipi$e 
below, till suddenly 
once and viewa 
anguish is esre 




In hideous pa?tgs that rack, excruciate* 
The frame corporeal ; for aow the Withes 
Begin to heave and shew their distant crests ; 
The gathering clouds in meeting currents mil, 
Contracting he«v^a*SjMe^qpsffllii^d eaaispy 
Into a lurid mult* Tke i^ile are resfed * 
All hatches closed ; the coffined captives pan " 
For air ; and in their varfons languages 
Implore, unheard,- that bat a single board 
Be raised : vain prayer* for now the beetling surge 
Breaks o'er tibe. >bMi^ ^ iv^-' ; lK3ri9br lalbiigf the deck. 
Oh then the horrors of lie de^$N$#W^ 
Disease bursts ibrA-^aaBtd 9 -Bfcfe'-^toor-' <elMsCrie' «1mm!&: a - 
Sudden strife*** through at 
Fierce fever pours bis 



Foaming^ and* 
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That mingle with the maniac laugh'; the gnash 
Of teeth, delirium's fitful song, now gay, 
Plaintive at times., then deeply son owfui. 
In such a scene Death deals the final Mow, 
In pity, not in wrath : 'tis lie alone 
That here eai ueneh the fever's fire, unloose 
The knotted tendon ; he alone restores 
The frantic mind, that soon &s freed ascends 
To Him who gave it being. 

One endless day, one night that seemed a year, 
The billows raged ; so long the slaves, immured, 
Struggled 'twixt life and death. At last the winds 
Abate; subside the waves; the fastened boards 
Unfold, and full o'erhead the hopeless eye 
Sees, from his wooden couch, once more the mn 
Dim through the cloud that to the topmast steams. 

The dead are dragged above, and to the dead 
Enchained ofttimes dragged a living man. 
The female captives next, freed from their cage, 
Breathe the pure air, leading their little ones. 
Oh what a sight ! The miserable man, 
Who sees his child among the wailing crowd, 
Above its little head his shackled arms 
Circling, enfolds it to his anguished breast. 

Then corner the sad repast, and loathing hps 
Are forced to share it. Somft.-on- death res* * 
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Were taught, and oft, wlien^ with ^spidring eye 3 ' us 

We roamed.the bushy dingle, and; had found 

The well-hid prke,' ha thought upon the words, 

Which m the sacred volume he had. read* 

Thou shalt .not with ike yoomg ones iuhe the dam 9 - 

Bui shalt in any wise lei her go Jkee: '■ isO 

Thus early had, he - mercy V lesson learnt : 

Ao.d still by precept, but exaii&ple more, 

His parents bent hm infant mind to pity. 

Nor, when grown up, to aid his father s hand, 

Did he forget, as o'er the furrowed field iss 

He whistling drove the team, to spare the lash. 

Oft now, at midnight watch, that furrowed field; 

The loaning sweet which homeward from it led ; 

The old ash trees around the garden plat ; 

The heartsome -roof round which* at gloamin hoar, ' i6d 

With many a sudden turn the reremouse wheeled ; 

The pebble-bedded boum in which he launched 

His ship of sedge j (alas! 'twas then first rose 

His sektvtifd wish) and followed it far down, 

Within the hearing of the warioek liiin ies 

These recollections soothe his sorrowing heart 

But who can "paint the fcg&ny : he proves 

When brooding- o'er the tmM patting ihj I : 

His father s-Wtefed Messing, mud the Mud 

Of tremulous grasp ■;- a. mothe/s-cheeffoifo^ 

Assumed, afad-gtViog wmy.^t Iml to tears ; 

h 



.. .. ^ . ' 

His frudoye^ ■ &igli§ ? km , hm%m . worfs f f • grie£ .: . . , 

The vows e»haEged, 4he^ . : - • 

.And. that ..sa&look i? ^iM f tmi^g^ : fmh^^:lB0k\^ ■ ' • 

Of equal years" wil&fieiv^^ • m 

And stature, wag- a'.ns&ic* -self .doomed . to 'deaths . 

Whom shrinking timid^fem. the brutal, g&sse, 

Unpityiag men suspend to the shrouds, 

Holding before her eyes this -only choice. 

Food or a scourge;- the pitying. yotith-persists • iso 

To. spurn the offered • 
Sheer mutiny!* f v^iferates the wretch, 

The self-appointed judge;) chaste, bind him up, 

6 And let the trenching sedurge at every stroke 

6 Be buried in his fleshy until the ribs, ws 

c Laid bare, disclose the pausiiig wheels of M 

Infliction. -f^^^ 

The ■■ hideous^tragedy^^ 

The mangled; corse 1^ 

Is this the. nnrseiy :'twmfcwb^ /, 190 

Are 'reared themenwho^hi^ 

No ; 'tis their \pTA^i : l^^)^9^i .apd Mer. 1 ■ ; , ; . ; 

Nor -the poor' comforts* ©f - :; — ; # 
Are granted to*^^ % yym, f . 
Whereon to lay:ffem;do^ 
The seamanV-gOTngfe^ 

To human itowa^;.Jo&'l$^ , : ; >- -v^: 
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.ply: i>ii":.a ; €liest^ . lie lies outstretched ; 



e Hears reproacn, -ana reels 

Suspicion is eonviction^ hi 

Who. 'Scarce can^ raises his 
(As- if. he, feigned-' dileasie^p; 



g^ffpaje,' 





c^rtatii step : : 
out 



v.? 



water is 

For now the • s^ils>liai|g:^^<^j^; iigf :^^t^i^4 
The lambent waves jrise ffen^^^th^ piw^ ';• >; ' ■ 
His bulk the Mlqwing^slu^ deep 
Rol^^ajm^olling^and shew^^i^feB^ ; 
And everr sigaforet£]ta;a : fe# ; ; 

Fainting, the br£es^dl# 
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not a Breatn as 
Moveless, as if eiic 
lile fierce, wi 




Unquenched : O then* amia ttie 
F&r death, the tongue, parched, to the n 
isht busily death runs 
aged man. now., 
now the infant in its Mothers 

st incredible the' tale "•!), 



m ■ 

A wretch whm^ ii^^mmimmm^A i;ipikrs hands-. ' 
To. drop hen umri&^-ufiw m&km&ee$.>.,-< .. .... m&. 

MmdemA I - jm fm&yimw?&eim&, h>'®%&h one- •' , , . . ; , • ■ ■ 
Who dies a captive- in^ the.' hofrid teid-e. •. ^ , ■•• . 
And yet there have.- been: meo, -and still Aere - are,' . , 
Who YiEdicafce^saeh-miiMdei'^^i^eii'.wh.o preach.--- .. . • r ■': 
That gain and custom sanetion-eveiy- crime, •••ss'd 

Stight mitigation- &ftl^ 
Thesffi^Wnf^ 

The aggravated imsery can - enfold •■■ : • 

Of the poor slaves, who, threat below, endure 

The double deprivation, water, air!™ . g35 

With horror at the picture fancy draws, 

Language, appalbd, shrinks faltering from the task,' 

O God! how large a' portion- of the ilk ■ 
Of human kind derives itself from mass ! 
Deeming the land too narrow for" km crimes* ; uo 
lie penetrates the desarts of the main. 
How sad the contrast 'twixt that floating scene, - 
That little world of ..nasery-'' condensed^' 
By man cx'eated^ and :the' view around ' 
Of Nature's wodcs ! tew jpeacefal ocean lies ■ ■ • 
Unseen,, reflecting all the heavenly host, 
While to the rolling- eye;' above, 'below, ' -' 
Wide sparkles, not & : single hemisphere, 
But one vast concave globe of radiant : otbs, \ ^ • 
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8e veic* ; days ' -ami nights ike. deep a mirror lay 350 
1*o sun, and 11100% and' stars; - and ere the.' wind 
Began again to whisper through the shrouds, 
The living scarce were equal to the 'work 
Of burying the dead : the dying hear 
The frequent plunge, and clasp their hands/in- prayer 7 
That their appointed hour may he the next ; • $56 
Contending' sharks, full many a fathom down. 
Are men in act of tearing, limb from limb. 
The sinking corpse, that finds a living grave. 



END OF THE SECOND FART 



PART III. 



KINO EXAUDIEI GSllttTUS, ET SJBVA 80NAEE 
VEEBEEA : TUM STRIDOE FEEEI, TEACT^QUE CATENAE. 

MN. VI. 

Laud! land! the sea-boy, from the topmast height, 

Proclaims, in.- feeble- voice,, scarce audible : 

Land, lund i: (joaost blessed . sound to.- sailors' ears !), • 

Hies on the. wings of joy from man- : to.<-man. 

J$&8:1 'tis only to, the free a sound; 

Of joy i invigorated by. that sound, 

They mount. -the .shrouds,. .-and ga&e until the. eye. 

Aches at the gladsome sight.; the .dying man 

.Raises his languid head, sinks Aovm- again, '■ 

NFor feels the general jpy.; 'for well, he knows ■ 

'That, should ;he-reach k the shore,. 'twill be -hi§ grave,- 

The crowded, haven opens to, the viewy i 
And soon within the,pier" the : .yessei; lies.-. 
The remna3ita;of:the ciirgo . are .boime -'forth/ ... . 



so 



And warehoused, till* with food and dregs v&niped up, 

They're fitted for the market; then, led out, us 

Tfaey prove die misery of ■» second sale ; 

And those few ties of kindred, which by death 

Have not been severed* now at last ar e torn. 

0 'tis most piteous to behold the child,™ 

A daughter to a widowed Mother left,— 

Kneel to the hardened purchaser, and clasp 

His fences in agony, praying by signs 

Not to be parted : stem the ruffian spurns 

The grasp of filial love : her hands unloosed 

Clasp in a last embrace her mother s neck, 

And -scarcely yield to force of many &rmd. 

Dispersed, tvith eye& ttsilifted from the gsfou&d* 
They take their vftrfams to tafkras tafe C0ttdeslite& 
Most part, with -koto i& hind,- ill Up ih^tmk^ 
That in the cane-field toited* by mffmmg- thinned, • • m 
Beneath the scorching fifty, the a^ed mm 9 - ■ 
The tender maid, the boy* the Btrskg -moAe* 
Sinking beneath the imhh lo&A : 3 : }m mmk- 4 
And infant, all i&ttirfly ~m ; ef&iti Utik 9 ' . 
Without Tegs&A-te m rtferigfftb * {teg j " - ; - 3$ 
Must {%• sad 'toMbftottom j tte- 1% ^nf '-st^ • 

That breaks the tlf#t $tMm : - it* -Wdrik;- ' ' ' : - 

Is prompted by . the- dM?#% Mtit|f Mk$ ; ■ ■ •' - v ■"' ■ ,; ■ ' 
And tears and -Stood bedcw-'tito Aitsg fl«m : " ' "" ■ 
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'■-Nor h |t . only In tlm .:6dd;^ tml ■ ' 
The wbi$ tm&^$$ ; . im» .every petty fault 
Is duly jouxnalled^ titt«'the«wretdb»: whose telle 
Is -texture, cctmes in . stated toihh^. with-, cry 
Of slaves to Jbg! »then atretehed- upon the ground, 
The trembling victim, to the 'ringbolts fixed, * • 
Receives at once the smttenee and the stroke. 
In agony the soil -he -gnaws ; . his shrieks. 
Heard in the festive hall, are drowned m peals 
Of. mirth j. mad' 9 ■ should a stranger's voice presume 
To plead for mercy, even the female hand 

With taunt demoniac fills the cup brim-fiill, 
And sends it to give spirit to the arm 

That brings out music from a pipe so rude. 

. And what the crime 'that merits such a doom? 

Perhaps Mine word less servile, than 'beseems 
The lips, of slave addressed to "tyrant's ear: 

Perhaps aloofc.of conscious worth $nd pride. 
Interpreted contempt by him who' feels 

How well he merits that contempt he dreads. 

What/horrid cries* unlike - aught earthly, pierce. . 

The astonished e'ar, -and • make hushed mictaight frown 
A deeper gloom ! from yonder-waving light - ■. 

. They seem, t® come : • O what a sight V erpbwers ' . / 

The shuddering sense ! ' a. youthful female- writ hes* 

Hung by one -.hand, while" still, the other, strive® ■ ■ 

if 



To ward, with shriv«lEiig,:gtii»pj the bladb|» torch;-- • 
But- -soon the Mhflf 'sealefl » moyetess "clutch*' 
Avails, not- for defence ; • 'ffidmow'tMavflame:., , •.;■•> ■ 
With hissing noise stings wand her heairiiig.hreagt^ 

Each human feeling, outraged, -nattareVlaws . ■■• 
Reversed, the mother -{Wrpf-s^rfQW hears . 
Her new-born mfant*s cry, th$ test of life;. 
She knows the misery of the:bondman 9 sf!ot. ■ 

But what a scene .of joy surrounds-.: the graven 
The breach through which the :-pri$cmer;h&s escaped ! 
With songs they c©lel^1^. theJ.oyfui.day.;.: 
To mirthful spiigs they heat the covering: sod* 
Then in a ring join hands ami dance mrnnA. 
But brief their- hour of is&Jancholy joy; : 
The horn of labour breaks the mirthful ring 
And summons to the field. ; Hay after .day 
Ceaseless they' toil | the Sahbath, : ealled their own, 
Is still their masters; respite it- brings none 
From toil ; for on- that day the narrow pkt, r ..' 
Whose produce furnishes , the Negro's Board,. ." 
Bequires.the hand of culture. : - Voice ®f.prayer s ' • 
Hewt-sootWrig psaliiiody, or /preachers wdrd$, : . ■ 
They never htear:"' their souM-arek^ 
Where slavery 1 ^ weeds ehoke up each ' whofes'ome' herb. 

And is it for a systein imch^ 
'That Britain sends devoted" fegionr forth. 
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Tle-'fietitus' not of warfare but disease ! 

What is the clashing steely or- cannon V roar, 

Death's toys and. baubles:-! what. the thundering mtg<& 9 

Compared to pestilence's silent tread, . 95 

That like the angel sent through Pharaoh's land 

(O would Britannia read the- lesson right) 

The bondman's dwelling passes o'er untouched ! 

What hecatombs ©f human beings die 
Upon thy altar, Commerce ! .Ages hence 100 
Thy bloody superstition will arouse 
The horror of mankind, as now the rites 
Almost incredible of Saturn's shrine, 
At which the infant died to expiate 
The parent's guilt. Behold that far-stretched line 105 
Of Britain's sons ill martial pomp arrayed, 
With waving banners and the full.accord 
Of music, soul-inspiring power, approach 
The farewell beach : and hark (a little year 
Gone round) that solitary drum and fife, no 
And company of sunburnt visages,— 
Tis rightly named, The Skeleton returned. 

END OF 'THB THIRD PABT. 
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PART IV. 



. 6 AND THET SHALL .BUILD HOUSES AND. INHABIT THEM \ AND THEY SHALL 
PLANT VINEYABD8 AND EAT THE FSUIT OF THEM. THEY SHALL NOT 
BUILD AND ANOTHER INHABIT % THEY SHALL NOT PLANT AND ANOTHER 
EAT '' ' ' • ISAIAH LXV. 2! s gg. 

Hail ! Africa, restored to human rights ! 

Blest be the hand benign of him who stretched 

The royal sceptre forth, and, with the touch " T 

Electric of Britannia's will, consumed ' 

The tyrant's chain, yet left the' slave unscathed ! $ 

And West, Colombia, he thy distant shores ! 

For they the peal with joy and freedom fraught 

Re-echoed, till it reached the coast of Mood, 

And with redoubled thunder -stunned the ear 

Of Murder as he aimed the fatal' blow,- ■■ 10 

Hail S Africa,, to human rights'restored ! 
Olad tidings of great joy to all' who -feel' 
For human Ms*d !' to Aim who >sits «ce$se- 
And iooto Bpon hi» children.. sjft»t around-' ■ 



lu hti&iih and. ItopBkie^ -meu him ve hemi* 
Delight BeW fell before : tfee dying mint. 
Whose iiysiiiiag voice of joy is fainter heard 
And. fainter stilly like tlie ascending Jbrk s 
Am Bearer heaven lie draws,, hears' the glad words, 
And bursts into a louder strain of pr aise : 
The aged cottager, on sabbath eve, 
Amid his children and their children opes. 
That portion of the sacred book 5 which tells*. 
How with a mighty and an outstretched mm 
The Lord delivered Israel from his bonds ; 
Then kneeling blesses God that now the curse 
Of guiltless blood lies on this land no' more. 
Even they who ne'er behold the light of heaven 
But through the grated- ir'on, forget ^whiie ' 
Their mournful fate-; -and mark a gleam of joy 
Pass o'er .each' fellow captive's clouded brow. 

Nor was the sympathy of joy confined 
Within this Barrow- sphere £ the tidings lew 
To heaven on angel wings ; loud then the peal 
Of choiring -seraphim .arose ; ■ and bright ' . 
A radiance from the throne of God differed, 
Its lustre shed upon- th s ■ assembled - throng, ' 
But still imperfect is the work of love. ■ 
, Ye generous band., united in the.. cause 
Of liberty to Africa ms$&m4 P . 



O may your hands be strong, and hearts be firsB 
In that great cause ! so may you reap the meed 
Most grateful to your hearts, the glorious view 
Of peace reviving, ignorance dispelled, 
The arts improved, and, O most blessed thought ! 
That faith which trampled Slavery under foot, 
And led captivity in captive chains, 
Embraced by men in superstition sunk. 
Already I behold the wicker dome, 
To Jesus consecrated, humbly rise 
Below the sycamore's wide spreading boughs : 
Around the shapeless pillars twists the vine!; 
Flowers of all hues climb lip the walls, and fill 
The house of God with odotirs passing far 
Sabean incense, while coinbined lvith notes 
Most sweet, most, artless Zion's songs asceisd, • 
And die in cadence soft; the preacher s voice 
Succeeds; their native tongue the converts hear 
In deep attention fixed, ail hut that «hild 
Who eyes the hanging, cluster, yet withholds, 
In reverence profound, his little hand. 

The faith of JV far and wide expandg, 
Till warfare, humanised, assumes the garb 
Of mercy ; captives now no more are slaves ; 
No more the negro dreads the white man's eye ; 
No more, from hatred' to the teacher, spurn* 



Instruction:, gladly he receives. the boon 
Of science and of art. What ecstasy 
O'erpowers Ms faculties when first he sees 
The wonders of the telescopic power ; 
The woody mountain side is brought so near. 
He reaches forth to pull the loaded spray ;— 
But when, directed to the distant main, 
The veering tube converts a little speck 
Into a ship full sail, dashing the brine, 
He recollecting shudders at the sight, 
Till turning round he sees his teacher smile, 
And reassured stoops to the magic glass. 

Now will the triumph of thy plan benign 
Be proved, O Lancaster : old age and youth, 
The father and the child, will docile sit 
And learn their common task, the glorious power 
Of seeing thought, of seeing thought conceived 
In distant ages and distant climes — 
Of speaking through the storm athwart the deep. 

Where scattered hovels lay, fair towns arise 
With turrets, spires, and chiming bells that call 
The crowding throngs to fill the house of prayer. 
Where erst the native plied the light canoe. 
He steers the loaded ship, no longer deep 
With huinan freight. Nor useful arts alone 
Are cherished ; music from afar is borne, 
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Wafted by northern , gales ; and on the banks 

Ot Gambia's tide the Scottish seaman starts 

To hear Lochaber's strain or Flodden field, 

Then mounts the mast to hide the bursting tear. £ 

The rugged accents, gradually refined, 
Come forth a language, musical and fc% 
Sonorous, gentle, forceful, rapid, bold. 
As suits the changes of the poet's lay,™ 
Nor yet unpliant to a foreign strain : — 100 
Yes, Campbell, thy imperishable strains 
Shall live* in languages but now half formed, 
And tell the slave-descended race the tale 
Of Africa restored to human rights. 

The intellectual powers emancipate, xos 
Display an elasticity unknown 
To men who pace the round of polished life : 
Discovery, eagle-winged, to heaven ascends. 
And sees, bey or the ocean that now bounds 
The human ken, a world of nature's .works 
Unknown and unimagmed yet by man. 

And now, ye guardians of the sacred ^ 
Which hails the mm of Africa as men, 
Watch lest that 1 --w promulged by loud aedbim 
All but unanimous of Briton's sobs, ji$ 
Be thwarted in its mild benignant course. 
Or, if direct attempts should. not He made., 

7* 
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May not immmmm* with hm* : iiatfr#liiil . ' ■ ( 
Permit the culprits tci elude the law I ' . ' ..■■'<■■■ 

May not the m®t4t hw% h@'un£®mtm»$ s ■ - ' -tso 

*. Mark mat the slave-ahip ; ht hm -dbape her ooonre 
' Unbailed, MBp^lirf i and nay uot-stiHiQie whp'biaiM; 
Preferment through ctm^p$^u.n noisome aewera;- 
Obey the covert mandate? No* eat one : . . ■ . 
No British seaman *xwu$ & heart su : ba$e. - " ■ n$. 

No, Hearts qfOak % by other ways pursue' ' 
Preferment's meod i the Syeaphnjit^ mean prayer * . • 
Ne'er soils their lips ; they seek- their high regard ' " 
In voice of thunder from their wooden waH$*. ' \ 
But truee with census's theme, v lao 

.0 that my voice, 
To notes of praise unpractised and -uutuued, 
I conld but m^dula^; to loffy- strains. 
Of eulogy S then would. I bear record 
Of them who foremen! stood in freedom's cause ; wb 
Of Benezet^ enKghtened early. zeal; 
The bold contempt with which- the umfettei'ed- soul . i 
Of Sharps arraigned' th^ pestilent response • ■• . 
Of law's high-prie$thood,- sanctioning m age . 
Of crimes, paralyzing mercy's hand, ' • • n% 

His dauntless arm that: wielded nature's, law,- • 
And snatched the'., victim from the tyrant's gripe ; • ' 
A Claricsoa's every thought, £nd word,- and deed, '.: . ; > 
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iDewled m hmmmiljs ■ h&hsM, 
His wafcMiigs, perils^ toils- by Bight and ilzj? 
Sis life ©tie ceaseless act of doing good ; 
The eloquence pathetic and suhliiue. 
And spirit u»disimayecl 5 of Wilberforce, 
Erect when foiled ; the virtuous use of power 
By Grenville on the side of Justice ranged ; 
The fervent beam of Gloucester's royal smile ; 
The hallowed wish of Fox's dying hour^-— * 
Bequest most sacred to the freeman's hearty 
Bequest, though faltered with his latest breathy 
More powerful than the full careering storm 
Of eloquence that thundered from his tongue. 



EN© OF THE FOURTH A1B LAST FAIT. 



N,O.T,E So- 



PART I. 

- Note . 8 , line 34... Let selfish sensibility : wink^ hard, _kc. * True humanity, 
* -consists not m a squeamish ear.: It consists not in starting or shrinking at 

* such tales as these, but in a disposition of heart to relieve miseiy. True 
*- humanity appertains rather to, the luind than to the nerves, and prompts 
4 men to use real and active endeavours to execute the actions which it sug- 
' gests.' I know not who is the author of this passage. It is the quotation 
of a quotation from Wilberforce's Letter on the Abolition qfthe^Sl&ve Trade, 
p. S8 9 3d Edition. 

Note b line 55, 56. . the treacherow flams ^ 

1 • ■ '. Thai der the deep kushei Iwmkf ruin spreads. . 

' The village is attacked in the night; if deemed needful, to increase the 
« confusion, it is set on fire, and the wretched inhabitants, as they are %ing 
€ naked from the flames, are seised, and carried into slavery.' . Wilh&rforcis 
Letter, p. 11., • 

Not© c line I 15* ■. ......... where ' he had patched . ■ 

To scare the plundering birds. 

5 Abundance of little blacks of both sexes' are also stolen away by their 
6 neighbours, when found abroad on the .roads* or in the woods, or else in the 

* eisgaias,- or, cornfields, where they are kept all day to scare the small birds 

* that come in swarms to feed on the millet.' Barbofs Travels— Astiey* 
vol. ii. p. §56. 

Mote d line 174. Surveys the hsman harvest reaped and bounio ' A battle 
. * is fought; the vanquished seldom think of rallying; the whole inhabitants 
i € become panic-struck, and ths conquerors hmve only to bind their shoes 9 and 

* cany off their plunder and victims.' Parke. 

Mote G lines W% 5 5 6, 7? 8. And mm ike wretched cqptvm linked in rows, 
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Sec. * The Slaiees are forced to keep them constant!-;; in irons, an,. .Tateh 
: them very closely, to prevent their escape. They .re commonly secured 
by patting the right leg of one, and the left of the other, into the same pair 

* of fetters* By supporting the fetters with a strrag, they can walk, though 

* very slowly. Every r four slaves ate likewise fastened together by the 
t necks, with a strong rope of twisted thongs; and ia the night, .m Uditional 
s pair of fetters is put on their hands, and sometimes alight iron chain passed 
** round their necks." Parke, p. 319. 

s During this day's travel two slaves, a woman and a girl, belonging to a SJa- 
; tee of Bala, were so i mch fatigued, thai they could not keep tip with the cojfie; 
" they were severely whipped, and dragged along till about three o'clock m the 
afternoon, when they were both affected with something, by which it was 
discovered that they had eaten day. This praetke is hy no means an- 
1 common among the negroes, but whether it arises from a vitiated appetite, 
s or from a settled intention to destroy themselves* I cannot affirm. Porte. 

'We accordingly set out together* and travelled with great expedition 
{ through the woods, until noon, when one of the Sorawolli slaves dropped 
' the load from his head, ?r which he Was manly whipped. The load was 
i replaced; but he had bc proceeded above a mile before he let it fall & 

* second time, for which he received the same punishment After this he 
travelled with great ,pain until about two o'clock, when we stopped, to 

5 breathe a little, by a pool of water the day being remarkably hot The 
i poor slave was now so completely exhausted, that his master was obliged 
' to release him from the rope, $ot he h$ motionless on the ground. 

Paries, p. 346, 7... 

* During a wearisome peregrination of more than five hundred British 
< miies, exposed to the burning rays of a tropical sun, thesis potor slaves, 
5 amidst their own infinitely gftitet sufferings, would commiserate mine; and 
f?£quea%, of their own accord, bring water to quench my thirst, and at 

* night collect fetanches aftd leaven to prepare vnm & hmi in the wildsrness " 

.Pwke, p. t, ■ 
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Lines 78, 79, 80, !, 2, &c JU hatches closed, $c. When the scut- 
tles are obliged to be shut, the ^ stings are sot sufficient for airing the 
rooms. He (Dr. Trotter) never himself could breathe freely, unless imme- 
diately under the hatchway. He has seen the slaves drawing their breath 
with all those laborious and anxious efforts for life, which are observed in 
expiring animals, subjected by experiment to foul air, or in the exhausted" 
receiver of an air pump. He has also seen them, when the tarpawlings 
have been inadvertently thrown over the gratings, attempting to heave 
them up, crying out in their own language, " We are dying." On rem jving 
the tarpawlings and gratings, they would fly to the hatchway, with all the 
signs of terror and dread of suffocation. Many of them he has seen in a 
dying state, but some have recovered by being brought hither, or on the 
deck; others were irrecoverably lost by suffocation, having had no previous 
signs of indisposition. 

Nearly the same accounts, as the above, are given by Messrs* Falcon- 
bridge, Wilson, Claxton, Morley, Town, and Hall. The slaves are de- 
scribed as dejected when brought on board; as having not so much room as a 
man in his cofSn; as being in a violent perspiration or dew sweat; as com- 
plaining of heat; ae fainting in consequence of ii^; and ast going below at 
night apparently well, but found dead in the morning. 

Abridgment tf the Evidence taken before a Sekct Committee of the 
Ernst of Common*, in 1790 and 1791, p* 1 1. 

Note * line 83. Disease bursts forth, &c. Such are the scenes going 
on in the slave vessels, from the time of the receipt of the slaves m board, 
to that of their arrival in their destined ports; during -vhich time it may be 
supposed that a considerable loss, from mortality wi suicide, has. taken 
place. 

The different -evidences have giveiran ^connt of this Joss for their own 
voyages, as far as the;/ -".mid recollect it The. total number purchased ap- 
pears to b« 7904, m& of ^ lost 20.53. Mmm more than a fourth perished. 
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The causes of the above mortality are described by Mr. Fakonbridge to 
be sudden transitions from heat to cold, a putrid atmosphere, wallowing in 
their own excrements, and being shackled together, but particularly to a 
diseased mind: to thinking so much of their situation, says another; to 
melancholy, says a third; and to grief, says a fourth, for being carried away 
from their friends and country. Abstract of the Evidence, 8$c, 
Note b lines 118, 1 19, 120, &c. ....... .Some, on death resotved, 

AU sustenance refuse; then creaks the screw- 
Of torture, Sfc. 

Others determine to destroy themselves, but.eHect their purpose in diffe- 
rent ways. 

Of these, some refuse sustenance and die. In the ships of surgeons Fal- 
conbridge, Wilson, and Trotter, and of Messrs. Millar and Town; are 
instances of their starving themselves to death. In all these they were 
compelled, some by whipping, and others by the thumb-screw, and other 
■means, to take their food,- but all punishment was ineffectual; they were 
determined to die. In the very act of chastisement, Mr. Wilson says, they 
have looked up at him, and said, with a smile, " Presently we shall be no 
more," Abstract of the Evidence %c. 

Line 18 k And let the trenching scourge, fyc. Flogging did not com- 
mence with us till about the latitude 28°. It was talked of long before, but 
-was withheld by the above-mentioned consideration. It no sooner made its 
appearance but it spread like a contagion. Wantonness, misconception* 
md ignorance, inflicted it without an appearance of remorse, and without 
fear of being answerable, ibr the abuse of authority. This barbarous charge 
to the officers I myself heard given — * You are now in a Guinea ship—no 
4 seaman, though you speak liarsMy, mmt dare to give you a saucy answer— 
• *that is out of the question; but if they look to displease you, knock them 
* down.' Stan/kid's Letters. Appendix to his poem entitled the Guinea Voyage. 

Line 190. Is this the nursery, Sgc f The vessel, as Mr. Fakonbridge 
apiiy and emphatically observes, was like a slaughter-house— blood, filth, 
misery, and disease. The chief mate lay dying, calling out for that comfort 
and assistance he had so often denied to others, He was glad to lay hold of 
me to bring him a little refreshment—no one else to take the smallest notice 
of his cries, The doctor was in the mmg conditio?!, md making the same 
■wmupMnt. The second mate ws*.lym% cai his back m. the medkroe-chest; 
his head hanepn$ down o^er nntt md of H, hh hair swiping the deck,, m.d 
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clotted wi ilth that was collected there; and in this unnoticed rtu- 

ation he died soon after I came on board. 

On the poop the appearance was stili more shocking— the remainder of 
the ship's crew stretched in the last stage of their sickness, without comfort, 
without refreshment, without attendance. There they lay, straining their 
weak voices with the most lamentable cries for a little water, and not a soul 
to afford them the smallest relief. 

The chief mate, whom we brought off the coast, died soon; the second- - 
mate soon after: their united duties devolved upon me. While the latter 
was in his illness, he got up one night, made a noise, tumbled some things 
about the half-deck, untied a hammock, and played some other delirious 
but innocent tricks. The captain, being a little recovered at that time, 
came out, and knocked him down. I do not at this time remember the 
weapon, but I know his head was sadly cut, and bleeding — in short he was 
beat in a most dreadful manner; and, before the morning, he was dead. This 
man had not been many weeks on the coast, and left it in remarkably good 
health. 



PART III. 

Line 31. Kneel to the hardened purchaser and clasp 
His knees in agony, 8$c. 

* Observing their extreme agitation, I was led particularly to notice their 
conduct, as influenced by the terror of being torn from each other, and I 

may truly say, that I witnessed a just and faithful representation of . the 

distressed mother! and such as might bid defiance even to the all-imitative 
powers of a Siddons! for the feau of the parent, lest she should be sepa- 
rated from her children, or these from each other, were anxious and 
watchful beyond all that imagination could paint, or the most vivid fancy 
pourtray. When any one approached their little group; or chanced to look 
towards them with the attentive eye of a purchaser, the children, in broken 
sobs, crouched nearer together, and the tearful mother, in agonizing impulse, 
instantly fell down before the spectator, bowed herself to the earth, a$d 
hissed his feet; then, alternately clinging to his legs, and pressing he* cnil- 
$re& to her bosom, she fjxed herself upon Hi Itaees, claftp^d W hands toge- 
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ther, and. in anguish, cast up a look of humble petition, which might have 
found its way even to the heart of i Caligula ! — and, thus, in Nature's truest 
language, did the afflicted parent urge the strongest appeal to his compassion, 
while she implored the purchaser, in dealing out to her the hard lot of sla- 
very, to spare her the additional pang of being torn from her children to 
forbear exposing her to the -accumulated agonies which would result from 
forcing those asunder, whom the all-wise disposer of events had bound toge- 
ther bv the most sacred ties of nature and affection, Pinckard's Notes on 
the West Indies, Vol III. p. 857- 

Line 35. ... ....all must ply an equal task, 

Without regard to age or strength or sex. 

But a nearer and more particular view of the manner of working may be 
necessary to those who have never seen a gang of Negroes at their work : 

4 When employed in the labour of the field, as, for example, in koking a 
s cape piece, i. e. in turning up the ground with hoes into parallel trenches, 

* for the reception of the cane plants, the Slaves of both sefces, from twenty, 
' perhaps, to four score in number, are drawn out in a line, like troops on a pa- 

* rade, each with a hoe in his hand ; and close to them in the rear is stationed a 

* driver, or several drivers, in numbers duly proportioned to that of the gang. 

* Each of these drivers, who are always the most active and vigorous Ne- 

* groes on the estate, has in his hand, or coiled round his neck, from which 

* by extending the handle it can be disengaged in a moment, a long, thick, 

* and strongly platted whip, called a cart whip, the report of which is as loud, 
1 and the lash as severe, as those of the whips in common use with our wag- 

* goners, and which he has authority to apply at the instant when his eye 

* perceives an occasion, without any previous warning. Thus disposed, their 

* work begins, and continues without interruption for a certain number of 
£ hours, during which, at the peril of the drivers, an adequate portion of 

land must be holed. 

4 As ae trenches (continues our Author) are generally rectilinear, and the 
' whole line of holers advance together, it is necessary that every hole or 
e section of the trench should be finished in equal time with the rest; and if 

* any one or more Negroes were allowed to throw in the hoe with less rapi- 

* di.ty or energy than their companions in othe r parts of the line, it is ob- 
' 730U8 that the work of the latter must be suspended ; or else, such part of 
' the tTtsnch as is passed over by the former will be more imperfectly formed 
1 than the rest It is therefore the business of the drivers not only to urge 
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* forward the whole gang with sufficient speed, but sedulously to watch that 

* all in the line, whether male or female, old or young, strong or feeble, 

* work as nearly as possible in equal time, and with equal effect. The tardy 

* stroke must be quickened, and the languid invigorated, and the whole line 

* made to dress, in the military phrase, as it advances. No breathing time, v 
£ resting on the hoe, no pause of knguor, to be repaid by brisker exertion o 

& return to work, can be allowed to individuals : all must work, or pause toge- 

* ther.' Wilberforcc's Letter on the Abolition of ' the Slave Trade, Sd Edit p. 66, 

Line 47, 48. his shrieks 

Heard in the festive kail, 8cc. 

1 The corporal punishment of slaves is so frequent, that instead of ex- 
citing the repugnant sensations, felt by Europeans on first witnessing it, 
scarcely does it produce, in the breasts of those long accustomed to the 
West Indies, even the slightest feeling of compassion, The lady I have 
above alluded to appears of good natural disposition, and in no degree dis- 
posed to general cruelty ; but the frequency of the sight has rendered her 
callous to its common influence upon the feelings. Being one morning at 
her house, while sitting in conversation, we suddenly heard the loud cries of 
a negro suffering un 3r the whip. Mrs,-— expressed surprise on observ- 
ing me shudder at hts shrieks, and you will believe that I was in utter asto- 
nishment to find her treat his sufferings as matter of amusement. It proved 
that the punishment proceeded from the arm of the lady's husband, and fell 
upon one of her own slaves ; and, can you believe that on learning this, she 
exclaimed with a broad smile, ' Aha! it will do him good! a little whole- 
some flagellation will refresh him'.— It will sober him.— It will open his 3kin, 
and make him alert If Y— was to give it them all, it would be of service 
to them !* 

* I could not compliment the lady upon her humanity. The loud clang of 
the whip continued, and the poor imploring negro as loudly cried, 4 Oh Massa, 
Massa— God a'mighty— God bless you Massa 1 I beg you pardon ! Oh ! 
Massa, Oh! I beg you pardon! Oh! God a T mighty~-God bless youf— 
Still the whip funded aloud, and still the lady cried 4 Aye, It's very 
necessary T Pinckartfs Nm«Jt m the West Indk.% Fol II p. 192. 

J As for the punishment?, of Owners, when General T. saw the shameless 
and cruel flogging, on the public parade, ? >f two very decent women* who, 
wM'i^ waiting at table where he was visiting, had been ordered by their mis- 
' *x*!»% in spite of his expostulations, to go with the jumper (or public flogger,) 
to receive a dozen, each stroke of which brough*. flesh with them, w*», do not 
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V -A 

.tsciieirai 'iii^-.-u"^ If audi cuuid be tho ti'eaiwwiifc udmi^md by. public 
opiadon, .and geutf&i teeing, of decent yawing woiuen,- publicly and in the 
iac«$ of day, what eonaidcfation would be likely to be ^aid to ike comforts 
and -feelings of the field Hegroja, who .are regarded as- a. fay inferior- race to 
the domestics, especially when there are- no oiBcious bystander* to witness 
what may take placer 3 fVUberforcis Letter on the AboUtwn of ■■■the 8km 
Trade? 54 MS$..p» 6*8. . 

Line 60. What horrid erm unlike aught ■'sarihty,. %c* . * A gentleman (Mr. 
Ross, as appeared in evidence), while he. wm walking along heard the 
shrieks of a female, issuing .from a barn or outhouse : and as they were much 
too violent to be excited by ordinary punishment, he .was prompted to go 
near and see what could be the matter. On looking in he perceived a young 
female had up to a beam by her wrists .entirely naked, and in the act of in- 
voluntary writhing and swinging;, while the author of her torture was standing 
below her with a lighted torch in his hand, which he appBed to ail parts of 
her body, as it approached him/ Fox's speech from report of the debate, 
on a motion for the abolition of the Slave Trade, on the 1 8th and 19th of 
April, .1791. 

Line 93. The bondniafis thxBng passes e'er untouched, ' But though the 
miud be naturally led. to the Africans, as the greatest sufferers, yet, un- 
less the Scripture be a forgery, it is not their cause only that I am pleading, 
but the cause of my Country. . Yet let me not here be misconceived. It is 
not that I expect any visible and supernatural effects of. the Divine ven- 
geance ; though, not to listen x/ith seriousness to the accounts which have 
been brought ns of late years from the Western hemisphere, as to a probable 
intimation of the Divine displeasure, would be to resolve to shut our ears 
against the warning voice of Providence. To mention no other particulars, 
a disease new in it's kind, and almosf without example destructive in it's ra- 
vages, has been for some time' i aging 1 in those very colonies which are the 
chief supporters of the traffic in liumair beings; a disease concerning which 
we scaw'y know any thing, 'but that it does not affect. the Negro race, and 
that we first heard of it aftev the horrors of the Slave Trade .had: been com- 
pletely developed -in -the. Kouse of -Commons, but &ewd&$)%& in .vain.* WU« 
fatfom's ?<ci$ir m the AboMtm of .the Sim Trnds, 3d BtMt. p. 16$, 

* Tiip ws&sm® of Ccnaral Trttestab taken before the Committed of the Horn® of €&?mmm« 



A POEM, . 

OCCASIONED BY THE 

ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE, 

IN 1806. 

By E. BENGER. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



Invocation to Granville Skarpe, as the Negro's advocate.-— The abolition considered 
as a subject of patriotic exultation.— The glory of the British nation shewn to 
be founded on the dignity of its civil and political character. — The original 
superiority of the British character, derived from the purity and equity of its 
laws. — The toleration of slavery incompatible with those laws. — -Description of 
an unprotected Negro — prior to the establishment of the principle that in Eng- 
land the slave becomes free. — Granville Skarpe y the father of the African cause. 

Comparison of moral and physical evils. — The Negro shewn to have succeeded 

io the captivity imposed by Europeans on the natives of the New World. — Ad- 
dress to Africa— with reference to its long subjection to a foreign yoke— Of the 
primitive slavery in Africa. — Difference between domestic slaves and captives. — 
Description of a captive's escape and return to his native country. — Banishment , 
the most terrible of calamities to the Negro — his strong heal attachments — his 
habitation and modes of life.— The Bentang, the tree sacred to hospitality. — 
Kindness to stangers — recreations of an African evening — character and story 
of Mcnsong, his probable reception among his countrymen—address to Africa — 
in reference to the prospect of amelioration opened by the Abolition— the type of 
a traveller in the desert.— Benefits flowing from the Abolition to the common 
interests of humanity.— Disgraceful motives of opposition to the Abolition. — The 
true source of national greatness, traced to virtue rather than commerce — com- 
merce no substitute for public spirit — exemplified in the rise and declension of 
Holland. — The Abolition not unfavourable to the Commercial interest— Probable 
progression, of society in Africa. — Of the rude civilization common io all nations 
in their infancy.— The superstitious terrors of the Roman mariners contrasted 
with the confidence and skill of British navigators. — The Roman galley. — The 
British ship. — The happy progress of truth exhibited in the diffusion of know- 
ledge and science.— The love of truth productive of dignity to the moral cha- 
racter.— Blessings d'rfused by the gospel. — Digression to Cfarhson, tribute 
to his philanthropy. 
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Thou, who didst once the desolate defendy 
(The captive's guardian, and the freeman's frieifcdj) 
Who long hast mourn* d the wrongs that Afric bore ; 
Mourn d as a man* but as a patriot more, 
Whilst Britain to Oppression lent her name, 
Partook the plunder, and engross'd the shame, 
Benignant Sharpe ! to thee these lays I bear,* 
Tliee, not unwont the stranger s call to hear; 
Thee, ne'er averse the suppliant's plea to own, 
Propitious patron of the Poor unknown !— 
To me, though rigid fate forbade to share 
Thy glorious toils — the honourable care, 
Meet for the brave, the mighty, and the wise ! 
Though far from thine my lonely orbit lies, 
So far that mem'ry boasts of thee no trace, 
Whilst fancy forms the visionary fac^ ; 
Yet by that gracious act, which well repays 
Thy tosk of care* thy life of dull delays, 
Which bids the gen rous strife of virtue cease, 
And breathes o'er Africa the bairn of peace 5 
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I hail thee, conscious of one' .kindred claim,— 

Exulting, hail thee m a ^ri^n%;naiB^ 

And feel my soul with filial love expand 

To this iov'd isle~-~the cherish* d parent land ; 

Whose sacred spirit drew thy virtues forth* 45. 

Thy genius warm'd, matur'd thy growing wor'Ji, 

Stampt her own image on thy spotless mind, 

And raised in thee, a friend to all mankind. 

Lo^ Britain reigns a queen ! with proud control, 
Oe'r distant realms &he sweeps her royal stole £ V 30 
The vassal isles her beckoning hand obey, 
Rude ocean owns her tutelary sway ; 
The gold of Afric at her feet is spread, 
And Asia's jewell'd pomp invests her bead. 
Yet not for this the patriot's latest p*ayer $$ 
To heaven is breathy his chosen isle to spare ; 
His hallow'd pride from purer sources flows^ 
And nobler triumph in his bosom glows.— » 
Time was, that Britain to no distant land 
Her mandate breatb-d,- or stretch'd her sceptral wand ; 4© 
'Enskied and pure/ * within her own domain 
She dwelt, unsullied by the Wdrid profane^.;.- 
A vestal isle—and through the tedio^ f )oagb| 
Nurs'd freedom's .flame, and: wateh'd the lonely light.; 

• 'I holdvoq as sthjug ensfcied nii<3 sainted,' Shakapewv 



Who crashed the. iron' arnvof feudal power? ' 
Who ckas'd'the tyrant from his moated tower! ' . 
Subdu'd the • mighty, * succour d ■ the opprest ? 
Geu'rous as brave! beneficent as blest ? 
Britain, was she ! such deeds in days of old, 
Her bards have Makm'd, and her laws enrolled.— 
Hers is the realm (and, oh ! to latest time, 
May truth proclaim it, of the favourd clinae,) 
Where springs no tyrant, on his helpless prey, 
And Pride is guiltless of despotic sway ; 
Vengeance is mute^ and wild ambition tame, 
Nor vice by splendour sanctified from shame ; 
For Justice here, in hospitable state, , 
Her vigil keeps before the open gate, 
Nor fawns on nobles, nor to princes bends, 
But guards the houseless head, that none befriends. 
Yet to this isle, beneficent as blest, 
Truth's sacred haunt, and freedom's shelter d rest, 
By fraudful wiles, the demon Av'rice bore, 
A monster-forni, distain'd with human gore ; 
Whose tainted breath a cloud of darkness cast, 
Whilst grim oppression swelFd the boding blast. 
The patriot, sigh'd, indignant, and dkmay'd, 
For martyt'd -piety i~-a,nd ; faith betray <d ; . . : ' ■ 
For man, in slavery's abject fotfm disgraced, 
For man, yet most by brutal might debas'd, 



captive 



'row to her 'pligllte# -trmt ! 



was ©nd. 'ijnmeasiir^l mi 



Poorer than penury, : snpr enfcely law. 
Bereft of all that nature leases to 
The beggar's want, or dry the orphan*® tear^ 
A wretch to hope estrang*d, but ne ? e# redeemed from fear 
That blasted man was AMcVexiFd son, 
Wreck'd on each coasV^ 
For him no boons had charity iasmgird, 
Rude was each soil, the balmiest breath unkind ; 
Cruel each clime-^n© land adoption gaw* 
No Sov'reign reached Ms sceptre to the slave. 
Till thou, oh ! Sharpe, didst launcii the gallant oar, 
And bear him to the hospitable shore—- 
Friend to the wretched! once his only gnidfe, 
Now raise thine eyes with patriarchal pride; 
Thy gen rous children in his championsr trade, 
Bless, fondly bless, the wide encircling race; 
See fiiture sons, m ages tar fmm thiiie> 
Champions of tmthi the saiard of , Honour's 




ne« 



ages one un|^t©tul 'trutn attest, 
mm is most by brother ma& opprest* 
If distant nations breathe the kindred sigh, 
If snis'ry form, fox all a common tie ; 
What hand has wrought the universal chain 
But mans, the great artificer of pain? 
From this terrestrial soil some ills arise. 
Faint type* of those bis fatal art supplies. 
What though the glebs s-ionld fail— the floods o'erieap 
Their ancient bourn-"- the swift-wing'd whirlwind sweep 
0*er the sweet fields that bask in summers bloom !«— i©$ 
Should parent earth her living sons entomb,-^ 
The vital gales diffuse a tainted breath, 
And change the city to the den of death ! 
Man from these sources draws the stream along, 

Crimes mock calamity, woe springs from wrong % 
The passions are his elements; his will 

Directs their force, omnipotent in ill ! 
See war, arch-engine of his ruthless power, 
In gathering clouds the hostile legidns lower ; 
These, where they move, fair nature's fade 
Swift as the lightning* ruder than the storm ; 
By thes£ - .fierce fl&me** the tranquil deep i 
™ * sgiog field Kefe wither'd in 
From 

■-■ - ' e . -1 



10 
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The Furies issue from their loath'd abode* 

And wildly darken Desolation's road* 

But lias the havoc ceas'd ? its wrecks remain, 

Victors, and vanquish'd, favour'd most the slain. iso 

By man's conscription, in how brief a space 

All woes conspire to curse the human race ! 

Nature and passion cruel conflict wage, 

Here want, there rapine, pestilence, and rage™ 

The tortur d frame — the anguish unappeas'd, 335 

Ambiaon's martyf'd will— the soul diseased— 

These haunt the tents; and last, in lonely state, 

Remote from all, swpremest curse of fete, 

Comes hard Captivity; stem grief, that bears 

No kindly fellowship with human tears. 140 

All human archives in this truth accord, 
That feeble man is Ruin's mighty Lord ; 
States rise and fall as ages roll away, 
But vice survives, the passions ne'er decay ; 
New tyrants start, where conquest once has been, 145 
The drama constant, tho* transposed the scene. 
Thus in those isles where, gazing with delight, 1 * 
Columbus first repos'd his aching sight ; 
(Ere yet, his swan-wliite; sails that beauteous land 
Approach'd; the younger world of nature's hand ;) 150 
On the same sod, where (Rapine's helpless prey,) 
The plumed Indian, pin'd his life' away, • 

v.* ■ . 

vi"" 



Bnslav'd, d^gr^ded, doom'd.to vile. employ , 
Deploring.' still, the/rifled- hive of joy* 
Tfcere the* poor Negro s shackled with the chain, 
Rears, by his sweltering toil, the nectar d cane; 
And, wretched exile from his brighter skies, 
Breathes o'er the native's grave, complaining sighs 
Unconscious on what dust he treads, nor knows 
Whose place he takes, whpse heritage of woes. 

But not like him, the captive * Indian pia'd, 
Some gentler feelings sooth'd his simple mind; 
Still might the patriarch.!*** his children trace 
His ancient home— his desolated place,— 
And to familiar brethren 
In ■ native speech,; the ^^rd^^ojR.bfe :heart— 
But Afric's outcast :&4^ : '# ; ^Wr«dihand, 
He mourns unsofec'd in a^fereign land ; 

^'h^ ' 
Strange are.tl&laS^ 

He /steals no. Bajteji^^ >• ■ ■ 

Hope sheds no gleam-, b^^i^ death : 

An alien, far from nature's bosom'cast. 
He broods on woags, tK^ 

And ' asks what ..vengeance^sb^ ;wait, 
Who bade him mourn within the stranger s gate. 
Devoted' victim; of. the crimes .'accurst,*'. - "•"/ 
By hatred cherishM, : t ai3d v by av'rice nursd*. ; 



in 



Crimes that with Emmf@*s sordid -ton* began, . 
The rude barbarian's gift from polkh'd mm. 

Ne'er through the ancient calendar of time, 
Has churlish winter visited thy clime, 
Thou land of Afrie! from creations birth, 
The keen-ey'd archer spares thy teeming eaath, 
Nor smites thy fields, aor lays thy foliage low, 
Nor stills the living waters as they flow— 
Region of life and verdure ! happy soil, 
Of boon fertility, untask'd to toil ; 
Why comes not gracious peace thy fields to dress, 
To crown the harvest* and the pasture bless ? 
No power shall bless the land to spoil a prey* 
The slave of slaves, condemn d to vassal sway ! 
The rude reproach of other nations made, 
Spurn'd by the mighty, by the base betray'd™ 
Daughter of Afiric ! thee no arts adorn, 
Thy school was $uffmng 9 and thy teacher $mm ; 
Thine was the orphan's desolated state, 
The strife of rapine, and the curse of hate; 
Woe was thy portion, by oppression seal'd ! 
Wrongs unreveng d, dishonour unrepealed : 
Who should protect thee ! thou wast, poor and low, 
. And unresisting to thy mighty foe. , 
Lo 9 type of thee, where India's wretched hind, 
The Paria, lives, to wrath and want consigned f 
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None looted tesit iMfttfs; in '--vafo 'his' asking eye 
Is rais'd from earth ; none lieeds his plaintive sigh. 
At nature's 1 bounteous feast alone unblest, 
He stands a suppliant, unaefehdwledg'd 'guest ; 
Rom sweet humanity's emmmnnon driven, 
The joys of earth- the Messed hopes of heaVeo. 

la realms remote where antient Niger flows, 
'Mid woods still loek'd in nature's deep repose ; 
Where nom hm fmY&the mil — the venturous oar 
Has ne'er resounded from the sylvan shore ; 
E'en there corruption's baneful germ is sown, 
Rude though the soil, to Europe's arts unknown. 

By treach'rous : «tatogett ^fedg'd, the fatal bowl 
AmmA the furies- in the- sleeping "sou! - 
Man rush'd on man* at wr'rice urged ; the strife, 
Remorseless rapine spared the victim's life ; 
But, doom'd in foreign climes to draw his breath, 
He loaths the boon, and mourns his living death* 
Ere Europe's spirit to this region spread, 
Fraud, and distrust, and cruelty, and dread, 
Had slavery long' her peaceful dwelling made 
Beneath the ancient patriarchal shade s ■ 
■No monster here, but native to the clime, 
Rude, not unkind* she reigns uak&ia* d'by crime ; 
Nor hitrd* rebukes,^ nor cruel, stripes' await-' 
The bondsman • born' within •■ the master s gate. 



(He serves no- pupgM^^ 4 ■.:>■■» *\ 

'R&pmmm pfoii^i^ lnxutim® dmm*} n-.'-^ 
Beside Ms iorf 'the '■'„-.^- f : 
Drinks of his bowl; within his-thredidid-M^s; , • • 
And social toil still crownd with frie|i#y rest, --49$. 
He lives his tenant,, and lie dies his gn^»L 

But he who vainly drew the warrior's how y 

And prostrate fell before the haughty Jbe, 

Him vengeance dooms to outrage and disgrace/ f ; / 

Spurn'd for himself, detested for hm race— my 

In silent grief he hears the galling chain, 

His sighs unpitied, md unsootfa'd his pain. 

Yet even he still breathes hm secret prayer* 

Hope leaves him not—he still resists despair. ' 

Though distant for his native village lies, Ms. 

No ocean rolls betweaiu or tempests rise • 

And oft his soul revolves the bold design, 

(Whilst fancy treasures hack the devious line,) 

Far through the woods his chartless path to tracer 

And press thrdugh piril to his homers embrace ; $s©> 

Hope leaves him not, sand in his midnight dream, 

Again he tastes of that delicious stream 

Which through his native vale translucent flows 9 r • . / 

Again his own coeval palm he knows;. . 

Through the rude hamietVmistof smoke ascends, , m& 

And breathes-, (how lightly !) in the clime of friends*. 



And is he • blest. t he 




m gpriev a amaze * ■ 

start~ 



eartu- -He ' spratigg 
But still the dream of 

In strength sublime be lifts the fetter d arm, 
And sunders bondage from his m 
And is he free ! with 
Soft as a shadow, glides he from the shed : 
TPis hope— s tis fear— no bounds his course restrain, 
Strong as a torrent rolling* o'er the plain-— 

He chafes the flood-^he climbs the mountain steep, 

o'er the dun abyss to leap — 
step disturbs the serpent's brood, 
spurning caution, plucks the berried food ; 
when nighty ' ; -mS^a^t o'er the forest fells, 
ey'ry breath :the lonely man appals* 
From the Wuis'd reed M draws the latent fire, 
And forms of grassv heaps the blazing pyre. 




i~ey cl tiger, sc^tiinng : 

id ligh t in fierce dismay : 




eow , ring il o er tiie rti< 
ill pafe it fad®8 : beneath the morning'*' : rays 




His*spirit guides Ip?#f i*S 

The -stream, t^4e{ : ;^E«je 3l % .^a^i^KW^^^ : 
He bow beholds .-Jp* $^^'gp$& ^e^;/ 

jyfts t$.^;|f^^ ■ 

Drops on the ;fchii#©^ 
Eaa^.lbr^ 

On the same ■" 
*Mid living Iri^i^ 

Pis forme? home $te g^$,aft of I 

The simple N^e^ l%^r#. wi^^^iid. ^^'^^ 
Of climes far dist^ !|pp ; ^is 
He asks no fakers 

Asks but to lij^g^r ilp^^ldfc^r^ >^14 

Till, bla^ch^ by tfrj&, <m 

The sacred rev ren#e 5 y$m< 
Child of tradition ! : a!| bfo^^'^ 
Is bounded l^;t$^ : m^^ 
Like ihpm }^^^b,.^ ^^f^%^ 
pke them^Beft» ^^WfriM:^ 
The nimble Uqp& 





Wifli^dkUl thai fames Ae,fiere$, lanct awerthe; strong ; 
Or,- hovririg </e&ft<iii«e£8 :baaks.of -gfeeis, t sn 
Extends, iteifibsiyiiiiierfi; that tsn^sm&saeii. 

And ^elthe.know%4 a ^ 

TC<3t fence his -borders wtb.. tie. Beat. baiiibao^ 

To raise the rf^of the? w§lls of loan*/ w 

To form partitions iiarhk Bttfe boi^e, 

Cell within cell, (like chambers of the comb) 

And spread the grassy; roof that breathes perfume. 

The social door * that ktch or bar has none, 

The western ss^phyr waoes^ and ev'ning sun ; sm 

That porch is sacred-^where with cautious tread 

The master stoopi his wnambitiops head ; 

But, euter'd oiace, sleeps feckless of alarm, 

Mock'd, like the nautilus, amid the storm 

That rages round his shell-^no winds invade 

The lowly lodge— -the Tamarind's guardian shade, 

Whose ever-shearing arms abound are spread, 

Rebukes the lightning from his humble shed. 

But not ^one those friendly branches wave 

-To screen his home, : they inark : .Ms^£uture\gjmw j . sm 

For near that cherished spot, .;at parting • day, ' 

He deems sosm/fne^ ;. 

. Qad ; TO^iivg^rfe t m h^ds?had ; wroiagkt, ■ ' 

■ (A/task ^sg^klmm 
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White as tk«?^|c:^worm*s,'Soft fnaereal veat, . aas 

The little artists* destm'd.cell of rest; 

When^ haply ..reckless of his future doom, 

He shrouds his tender frtme and decks his tomb, 

Yet Afric's humble son is doom'd to share 

The common lot of - toil, and wantf and care; $m' 

And pride, and wrath, and emulation react 

His feeling soul, though simple as his speech, 

-His world is measur d by the narrow space 

Within the Bentang's venerable place; h 

From youth to age, his foot imprints its floor, 345 

Rais'd but on reeds— the school of civil lore ; 

The seat of justice, in unsceptred state; 

The scene of all he deems august and great, 

Where law is breath'd as simple sense inspires, 

Or oral troth, the spirit of his sires. — sso 

Here too, when evening's grateful ssephyr Mows, 

The tale is carolfd, or the legend flows. 

(So well loves man, his daily cares resigned, 

To fill with dreams perturb'd the vacant mind :) 

Whilst the cool Tabba's beach-like shade descends 355 

O'er sires and sons, a family of friends, ■ 1 ' 

Nor vainly here the wanderer seeks a seat, 

But drops the sandals from Ms bleeding feet— 

Haifd though unknown—to simple man what claim* 

So strong, so sacred, as the strangers name?'. $m 
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Hard is Ms lot; to' pining want a prey, ■ 

No friend he meets, his home is far away. 

Cruel his fate, a lonely course to steer* 

Where doubt is dread, and peril follows fear j 

Thus feels the matron whilst his feet she laves, '36$ 

Or yields from stinted stores the boon he craves ; 

And, when he leaves her hospitable gate, 

She softly sighs, * Let peace thy steps await ; 

Mayst thou yet gladden her who gave thee birth, 

And sit rejoicing on thy native hearth !' 37® 

Is there a spell the Negro's soul to wean 
From childhood's lov'd traditionary scene ? ' 
No— long estranged, through slow revolving years, 
The exile pours his unexhausted tears : 
E'en he, the favoured man, from thraldom free* $7S 
Yearns to behold his tutelary tree, 
And those dear , hills, by summer ever blest,. 
Where the great spirit makes his hallow'd rest. k 
'Twas this overruling impulse of the mind 
The passion cherish ? d first, and-- last resign'd, sso 
That hence the gentle, gen'rous 'Mansong .-drew, 
Though loth, to England's isle to bid adieu ; 
Loth, from the gracious friends he lov'd to part, 
The faithful inmates' of his' honest heart : 
But still his spirit hover d o'er the coast, $m 
In fancy trac'd the spot first lov'd, and most. 



But still for natureVhi^A ■ , 

.The dear communion, frank,. f^iliir r Mb#; ■ : 

" Of equal mates, and foona his-. irist ajs^'tf 'r 

Ad venturd gladly ;w:tfee : stOTiisy r$m 

Yet not for- parted- joys- he <so'tiglit his cliftte,™ 

(With sorrow furrow mKf»p*& by -timei)- ■ 

Dark were the scenes M$ mem ry there coiild trac&~ — 

And few the days* a brief feat evil race. 

Scarce coiildx his little kmds' the shuttle ply W 

When his heart caugbt^Ms -^tbe^-'bddmg'sdij^te 

The annual * fires had blazed^—that j/6fomnte 9 

For ever grateful* to the tmltorV rfght'; 

When, happy symbol of ?the h&rvest*s cloM, 

Burns the green turf, each.-hill^ eaeh : valley' glows, • 400 

The mountain smokes, the lightning darts through" air, 

Along the serpent's nes% of lion ? s lair ; 

The welkin reddens, and th<& eloiids of night 

Roll, 'mid the? stars- diffusing"- orient light. 

The annual fires h^diW^d* and fi^tn^hii shed, 4cri 

Gaunt with his speai*, each htoter bdlfll^ sped 

With joy, the* paw etMiillnsed* air to^ t£st^ ■ 

To wield the ample limb^*b^vigoii^ ■. 

Mora aftei^mora tO' iirge^the'syltaa^hfeSB, 

Through tracks- of sand, " the- Hob's printeto ' ixmfr; • ■ mo 

Or-.deep in woods,- Kt©>ch^st"the'raw*of trnfrtk*--'-:- • 

Bejoiciiig blitfalyr : ,oW;the ^ 
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The sprightly troops with shoiiis of jbyance past 
$$ie village towii.-; ■ but mm a ruder Hast 
Arose, amid the neighbouring forest's- shade; 415. 
The hostile spear was there in ambush laid.— 
Man rush'd on man, impatient for the spoil, 
And human blood:' bedew*d the* fertile soil; • . 
The village band prevaiFd, the wily foe 
Itetird; but where was he whose gallant bow mo 
Had foil'd the. danger, - and the triumph won ?. 
Praise hail'd him not, his earthly race was run. 
Now borne, unconscious, to the widow'd hearth, 
Whence, warm with hope, he lately wended forth. 
All mourn d who saw— the child was taught to know 425 
Man's late, to ..feel the fellowship of: woe. 
Then, Mansong caught his mothers boding sighs. 
Then rais 9 d his voice, responsive to her cries; 
And, whilst -he wept, his little service: gave 
To plant some shrubs beside his father's grave.— 430 
Full fraught with ills was that funereal year, m 
The curse of famine, and the scourge of fear. 
Unhappy they, whose bridal web' was dress'd, ' 
The birth was joyless, and the babe unblest ; • • 
Supine, and silent, at her lonely door 4S5 
The widow'd Nealie sate, her wheel no more =: 
She turned, .no more prepard the 1 milky bowl, 
And chill despondence pressed upon her souL— 
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And must the mother,- or her offspring die?" 440 
We let one .sott'ttu* hondstnans fate embrace, 
To ward destruction' from his hopeless race."-— 
Yet now hard task remains, on whom to hind 
The gyve of servitude* the' pledge unkind ; • 
"Not him, her elder hope* her youthful guide, 445 
Who wields his father $ how with manly pride ; 
Nor him j who in her sorrow bears no part, 
Sweet parasite, entwin'd around her heart ; 
The babe, who blest in nature's bounty made, 
Still wooes to wonted sports so long delay'd,— < 450' 
On Mansong then a wistful, glance she east, 
He most had murmur d at the hideous fast. 
But now an awful, silence seafd his tongue, 
Sleep's heavy dew upon bis eyelids hung ; 
Rous'd by his mo&erV voice, he rose to hear 4§& 
His doom, unmov'd by tenderness or fear? 
Nor griev'd, as feebly on her arm reelin'd, 
His home he left, nor turn d to gaze behind; 
Nor wept, when Nealie with a desperate joy 
Received the purchase of her lovely boy ; . mo • 

When wing'd 'with hope, yet still distrusting fate, 
Back to her home she bore the. precious freight, 
And minister d of life*- ah ! ■ haply not too late* • 
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<JMi fraught with .ills was that funereal year ; 
By rapine 14 -the sordid fee Aewr.iiea^ ; ,46$ 
The smoking village :¥a^sh'd-:fem-.the.piaiii, ■ 
The strong were^captur'd, and the .feeble slain. 
Far thence ..the ruthless spoiler dragg'd.his prey, 
Condemned to distant climes and .foreign sway : 
And Mansong, 'mid the desolated train, 470 
A mother haiFd, a brother found again;— 
Rough was the path the weary wand'rers trae'd, 
O'er burning sands,- a bare unwaterd waste ; 
No sower here had dropt the bounteous grain, 
For man to brutes .-resigned the?i<aate * domain.— ■ 475 
Yet Nealie liv'd, and yet with fervent pray *r, 
Implor'd of heaven her drooping babe, to- spare-; 
That dying babe moreifp.ftd^^ 
Till clos'd its weary!d,-lids'in;mortal"rest. 
But when the mother's Itende^chaf^-TOS'- © s eiy- ; 4»6 
And breath'd' tharlitlM -.■ 
On earth she 'sunk j-'b^ • . - Li 

To spend her grief an'-unavailing : eries. ' 
Here would she rest, though near her shadeless seat ... 
She inark'd- the;traees- ; of.the:lion*s, feet-f- : ms 
Around' her limbs the' shroud-like. garb: she spread, • 
And meekly bow'd her unprotected- head* 

Oh ! : thou 'whose tears, full soon were taught to flow. 
Thou, genrous Mansong ! ■ nurtur'd long in ' woe ; 
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Not e'en tm spirit of thy *fee& may ileal' ' •. '490 ■ 

These deepest. w<>uiA'^h^ 
Still shall the -floating prisons poisoned breathy 
The parting; keener than the pangs of death; ' 
When, '• rudely sunderd from ; thy brother's hand, .: 
The stranger spurn'd thee in a foreign land-; m& 
Still shall these dreams thy mern'ry oft' invade. 
And cast on living - scenes, thflfrpenove -shade ; 
Whilst Nealie's image in thy filial breast 
Awakes the grief that shuns unhallowed rest. 
Oh ! long advent rous, hast thou found at last soo 
A native home, to ; sooth thee for the past, / 
Or dost thou still, a wand'ring man, explore 
Realms far remote from (JainbiaV sedgy >• shore? 
Does pleasure . stilt thy . pilgrim,, course await ! 
Is fame' thy heta|4 : #t..^he^^Uc >igate % , 505 
Or bow thy br^thr<&ii jto > tbeiiMQiative sage, 
The lonely 'stQtj the ^hales;oCtheir,.age t ■ 
With varied arts . and^ow^rs' StupeBdous fraught, 
Far, far beyond their < little, scope, of thought ; ; ■ 
Who ' first and only of the simple -/ace, ■ sm 

Has known the magic, characters ^ -'trace ■; : 
Whose high ime^uail'd 'S&il- avails to form, . . 
The Safie potent; for* each. human.' harm . • 
The warrior ^shield* the wanderer s mystic chart, ■ 
Compass and guide of the -helie^^': ! heart. . ,m$ 
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Mansong, snethsnfca* -to ;some rude wills -convey s d 5 

I see thee bow, the welcome wonder.' made, 

Forth ' swarms the village,. whilst < witk joy -.elate* 

The chief conducts thee- to the lowly gate : 

The gath'ring crowds thy lingering steps pursue, ' 

Rais'd is the roof that hides thee from their view ; 

The young, the old, sBrrotiM the wattled shed, 

Like locusts o'er the taper ^d iotixs spread. 

For thee the pasmr d steer is dooin'd to bleed, 

The feast is spread, and freely flows the mead, su 

The minstrel tunes his harp of many strings, 

The Korro sweeps responsive, whilst he sings : q 

But when some tale u^outh, in fluent strains, 

He chants, as memory , prompts or. fancy -feigns, 

Lo! from thy rushy .^t^see;tiiee.me> s -. - ■ 5S0 

Thy souFs impatience. Kindling' in thine eyes, ; 

Whilst from" thy lips with ;aH-persuasive truth , . 

Flows the sad legend ^ of thy suffering youth: 

Hast thou not voyaged on the - stormy wave t 

By strangers scourg'd, ■ an outcast— and - a slave ? 5$$ 

(The warrior glances, on his battle "spear,'. 

Her babe the mother clasps, with tender fear.) . 

Didst thou not drain the cup of woe alone 1 

To grieve™ to breathe impityM misery'" s moan! 

E en he, the captive who with- brow severe sm 

Seems not the drcfeV choral call t© hem ? . ■ 



Ken he reieotiog bends in earnest ga%e, 
And wretch himself, .the. dole ..of. pity .pays, . . 
Then, whilst • each 'soul .with gen reus passion glows, 
And evry eye. with tender grief o'erflows ; 
Oh! bid them to thy captive brother turn, 
(That man of sorrows doom'd like thee to mourn) ; 
From strangers learn to grant the kind release, 
And, like the white man, bid oppression cease. 
Prophet of good, direct thy nations view 
To dearer blessings than their fathers knew ; 
Teach the rude sylvan warriors to explore 
Their native wealth, not mines of glittering ore, 
Nor costly gems, to deck the victor s spoil ; 
Teach them the riches of their genial soil : 
Where nature waits for man, her tardy priest, 
To raise the fire and consecrate the feast, 
To waft sweet incense through the desert air, 
And plant the cedar on the lion's lair. 
Yet health shall bless the land ,to wrongs a prey, 
The slave of slaves, devote to vassal sway ; 
Daughter of Afiric, "leave :thy jiving grave* " ' 
Resume the saexvd dow r that. nature gave. 

Lo ! type of thee, the man who far has trac'd 
His lonely steps along the burning waste, 
Whilst the fierce whirlwind rolls, in awful wrath, 
A sandy mountain o'er. Ms darkened path; . . 
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When parch**!, with thirst, beneath the burning sky 

He lays himdowii, to murmur and to die; 570 

If then, ''mid heaVn' s~ vast track of endless blue. 

One milk-white spot arrests: his pensive view 3 

Small as the n^w moon's wreath of sitv'ry light, 

When first she gleams upon the brow of night, 

Cheerd by the gracious sign, he clasps in pray'r 575 

The hands that dropt supinely in. despair ; 

Another moment— to a snowy shrewdy 

The wreath expands, the next a sail-spread cloud ; 

Far o'er the assure deep its hue extends, 

The whirlwind sinks, the gathering flood descends, 580 

The bounteous streams refresh the vital breath, 

And he who sat beneath the shade of death, 

Mais' d from the dust, in heav'n again explores 

His chart of hope, rejoices and adores. 

Daughter of Afric- — dost thou ask a sign! $95 

Heal'd is the bosom wound, so lately thine— 

Be this thy pledge— the oppressor's hand is stay'd, 

And hope reveals the good so long delay'd. 

Though, through his little hour of pride and wealth, . 

The tyrant desolates the mourners path ; 6m 

Think not his might inay heavVs rich boons confine, 

Or lock from man munificence divine. 

What power to solitary wilds convey *d 

The blooming bud—or rais'd the verdant blade? 
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On viewless 'wings the wind* thek burthen bear ; 6i)s 

The travelled bird, long beating- through the air, 

On mme rude isle,, by human- foot nntabe'd, 

Alights— first planter of the lonely waste. 

The wretched slave, accurst bj Europe's crime, 

Ne'er knew what lovely arts adom'd her clime : em 

No science visited his world of woe,' 

Nor faith Impel! d a happier sphere to know ; 

Yet these, by him nnk>v , d> unknown, have shed 

The balm of pity on his outcast head i 

These, with bland influence, chang'd th' oppressors mind; 

The stubborn softend, made the cruel kind ; 616 

Till mercy kindled in their genial breath, 

And wafted freedom to the haunts of death. 

Was there not joy in Britain's wide domain 

When sceptred justice smote the ruthless chain! ... 6t0 

Who triumphed not, the wise, the good, the brave, 

The christian, by his hopes- inspir d to save ; 

Tlv3 freeman, born to Imth oppression's name ; 

The patriot, jealous of hm country's fame ; 

Yet is tbei*e one, with hw- ring bmw of .care, ■ Ms 

Whose silence chuto the joy he seorns t® share ; 

Who wmkn th® hems, and tie petsiat V hay%, ■ 

Or coldly sullen fpuipr Mat * mw^'mftmm ; ■ ' ■ 

His eountiy~iM>-~4^ . 

Her parasite — by iiiMr^only W®m; m® 
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Not aw'd .by justice, though by/power control'd, 
Whose pride Is, lucre, and whose worship's gold ; 
It grieved him' not, when Britain stoop'd to bribe 
To ruthless violence a savage tribe,, 
And spread corruption te unlutor'd climes, 
Pander and patron of barbarian crimes ! 
Or nurs'd with mothers love, beyond the waves, 
A race of tyrants in a realm of slaves : 
When slav'ry wafted in the tainted breeze, 
Disgrace and death, corruption and disease, 
He yet rejoic'd, for commerce at the helm 
Auspicious smil'd, and bless* d the guilty realm. 
Oh ! thou whose soul the gen'rous care disclaims, 
Who mock'st the patriot's visionary aims, 
Untouch'd by virtue, whom no glory fires, 
Too wise, too subtle, for sublime desires ; 
Let reason's voice thy sordid zeal reprove, 
And prudence warm, though pity fails to move. 
Is commerce all ? shall her omnific word 
Impart its valour to the hero's swordl 
Has she a gale as pure as honours breath, 
Through life unsullied, and serene in death! 
Know, virtue only can the strength create 
That clothes in native majesty a state ; 
Virtue alone that sacred spirit pour®, 
With which the hero springs,- the patriot goats ; 

8 
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0!i youth" of notions !■ loveliest in thy might, 

Whose eyes difftise the' ever-radiant light ; 

Virtue, thou breath'st of life untam'd by time., 

Thine is the impulse and the.power sublime : 660 

The firm, unconquerable will is thine, 

Force passing strength, the energy divine. 

By thee inspired," Batavias sons defied 

The hosts of Spain, and awed imperial pride, 

And Holland's level shores by thee became . 665 

A realm of valour, and a fief of fame.—- 

Degenerate race, whom av'rice now inspires, 

Cold are the ashes of their noble sires ; 

Lost is the bark of gallant port that bore 

The ark of Liberty to Albion's shore ; 670 

Yet Commerce here had wav*d her partial hand, 

And lavished bounties on the barren sand : 

But sordid feelings with her boons she gave, 

The soul of thrift, ungenial to the brave ; 

Bid credit thrive ? none sigh'd for honour s Wane ; 675 

The love of glory sunk in lust of gain. 

Rise not, Amboyna, to the sully'd page, 

Nor Banda— relic of ilagtti&us rage ; 

Nor thou, oh SurinaM ! whose tinted air 

Still breathes of de^ath; of .l^irsir,- and -d^pair. < '6m 

But where was Commerce <*fee : evil hem, ; 

When rush^ the Gaul ".< 
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luvok'd m Tain* she quaff'd her spiey gale, 
Or loit'ring, slumbered on her silken saiL 
Lavish to givey but careless to defend, &&s 
A true retainer, and perfidious 'friend ; 
Fond but not faithful, gentle yet unkind. 
She left ttie land, that liberty resigned : 
But left despoil'd of honour, fortune, fame, 
To secret vassalage and open ah&me. 690 
Know, Commerce follows nature's social laws, 
As peace or charity her blessing draws- 
Still shall she bear from Afric's genial plains 
Their native wealth, though man untouch'd remains ; 
She hides no dagger in her flowing vest, 695 
But frankly comes, caressing and carekt: 
The fields rejoice beneath her gentle tread. 
Nor from her touch the lotus bends its head. 
But thou, who loath' st thy fellow-man to trace 
In* the dark aspect of the Negro's race,— 700 
Go seek his home, his native worth behold, 
Unspoii'd by lucre, and uncurst with gold- 
True to his brother, to the stranger kind, 
Nor fraud, nor treachery pollutes his mind ; 
Falsehood he spurns, and sacred holds Ms trust ; 705 
Till scorn d beneficent, till injur'd just. 
And shall not peace his thirst for vengeance tame, 
When freedom fires him with a nobler aim? 
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Has heaven no gracious wii'btiy^lasigiid 

To ripen reason id his shnple' raiiidl * jm 

To lead, him on w^#re aeieiice sheds her ray, 

And glad his soul with truth's eternal day? 

Let Britain's sons the fruitful coast explore, . 

And kindly bless the race they wrong d before ; 

With gentle promises invite to toil* 715 

With precious gifts endow the docile soil ; 

Till Afric's race in grateful reference bead, 

And hail the teacher where they find the friend. 

Each nation in its shell has once repWd, 

Its wings unfolded, and its form nnclos'd ; 720 

Each country known, the feeble and the strong, 

The magic spell of superstition's song, 

*Mid reason's twilight sounded in her ear, 

Which dnp'd the wise, and heroes taught to fear. 

Wild was thy aspect 1 'then, immortal Thame, iu 

When Roman chiefs, the mighty heir®' of fame, ' - 

Piung'd in thy rippling flood the pond'roiis oar, 

And o'er thy waves the lofty eagles bore.. 

Now different forms are thine; with swelling "pride, 

Behold yon gallant bark serenely glide ; ■■ • 7m 

Prone from her mast she drops the flaufsting sail, • ' 

And steals- with graceful skill the Hitting gale : 

Blest be her wmm 9 na idol guards her' prow* 

No watVy god receives the -tim'iottft 
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No victim Heeds the hostile winds to tame, 7ss 

No omens issue from the' crackling flame, 

No auger now pursues with anxious eye 

The hird s all reckless of his boding sigh. 8 

At careless ease the helmsman sits reclin'd, 

Auspicious hope the regent of his mind ; 74® 

Rude though he be, and void of letter d lore, 

He dares the assure page of heav'n explore, 

And j leaning on his compass, boldly sweep 

Through nature's wide inhospitable deep. 

Benignant Truth ! thou only couldst impart, 745 

Such happy boldness to the human heart ; 

Thou, man's best friend through nature's wide domain* 

Dost lead him on to conquer and to reign. 

No fatal wreath o'er blasted fields to wave, 

To build renown on desolations grave — 750 

But gently from our earthly sphere to chase 

Gigantic error, and her evil race; 

To grasp with noble pride creation's plan, 

An empire worthy of immortal man ! 

Light of the world ! to thee no altars blajge, 75$ 

No dome refulgent with the diamond's rays 

Invites thy. presence— thee, no tyrant's frown 

Appals, nor charms the victor s kurel'd . crown : 

Choak'd by oppression, 'mid the cries of death, . 

Thou flee'st with: virtue from corruption's- breath, 76® 
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'And bexid'st thy- course^-- m .'eagle' 'fre^om-'flies, 
To seek some sage' retird-iii lowly gm^e -; 
Fain with some sage,: in' humble peace to rest, 
And make thy temple, in 'Ms spotless breast. 
Oh ! happy he, though fortune from his door 
Should tarn offended by thy hallow'd lor^e, 
Whose lofty soul thy whisper xl call, obeys, 
And but to thee* his guiltless homage pays : 
Screen'd from the sordid passions that await 
The splendid vulgar, and ignoble great; 
Touch'd by a higher aim than public praise, 
Fraught with a dearer love than e er decays ; 
Rich in perennial wants, the high desires 
That nature's never fading beauty fires. 
Lord of himself, or only bow'd his knee 
In honourable vassalage to thee ; 
What asks his heart t not perishable pow'r, 
Nor fame's frail record of the passing hour : 
For thee, oh ! -sacred Truth, he breathes alone 
His secret prayer : thy glory, not his own, 
To see thy trophies 'rise, thy triumph's trace, 
Thy reign, perpetual ■ as the human tbM 1 
Yes, honoured ■ Newton, : whiii the ' grateful bust ' 
Thy country "rais'ii' is mo'uid^ng'^th^thy dttst; 
When dull oblivioir drlnfethe li^i tt^,' ' 
Thy proud- coeval,- (once the ioFd-of 4&ne>) ■ 



And none recalls the poet's- votive lays,, 

That haply once diffused thy early - praise ; 

Yet, what thou 'wast,, what thou shouldst be,, alone 

Shall reach to climes, to science yet unknown : 

The lofty hopes, the subtle web of thought, 

Thy fancy trac'd, thy matchless wisdom wrought ; 

The dreams sublime thy lonely vigils knew, 

When nature's image met thy raptur'd view; 

These sacred relics of thy gifted mind, 

For eveiy age, and every race design'd, 

Shall still descend, where genius wakes to give 

The breath of hope, to bid its spirit live. 

To tempt the immortal soul to nature's source, 

Beyond thine own, to guide its daring course, 

From earth to heav'n to trace the harmonious line, 

And draw the human nearer the divine. 

Benignant Truth, thou dwellest in the light, 

That first from Bethl'hem dawn'd on mortal sight; 

Oh ! far diffuse the health-inspiring beam, 

To Niger's banks, to Ganges' hallow'd stream, 

To every clime the gentle faith extend, 

That gives to all, one father and one friend ; 

That ^blesses man in every change of fate, t 

When poor ennobles, -and protects "if great; 

His vices -lames, or latent strength . supplies 

To prop, bis ■ flagging virtues as ; .they • rise ; 



:■■ la youth : dhy,® hm : wM;^^fpferfd:Mge r ■■ 

'And gilds with a|ses ; "of tbe^gtOTe, : ■ ■ 

Where dwells tfe^^^ \ 
.' There* -fi^^w 

Immortal' hope* v i*^^^ : v 

. And pity .seeks fhi'fe ' f» 

•1^rach*d-by what g|j^l^ • 
Did CI»S^ 
Youth's Imjojp^ 

He tura'd from j^&sure,! and girew cold' - to lame : . 
I Bat not in moody loiieMne^ ;. - 825 

For fortune, treach' roa% or for fdfeads -iiiikind ; 
Bis manly soul; dk^ ; 
And griev'd .for mmm^'h^ yvm not dooisMvto .share* ■ ■ - ^ 
The exile's jpang&.lw 

The cap#^sTcriest^ - t ---.-sa(6 
. And oft, from ..soeial sc^^-;lielrataWd':lb scan 
The laws. of -fete* m V 
Ob ! warpd by' eh^^ 
Of aU Qian'a&j^ 

(UnhaiVd.or : i 635 

OlaEthew!^ 
By her, imj^ 

To 'live unU^^&lor '^^^ivs^i^d pm&%:. : / ; - 




"8 j Iier msftafek'Af thmugh y%m&- of imb delay, 
Patient and ■ he kept his ■ duiuow way, 
Nor left the .dbaige' that pradenre hade -hub' shun, 
Till slavery fell ; the bloodless - fight was won. 
Then "virtue- triiiinph'd. in. hex* motive lral% 
A gen mm nation russ'd the. gf&tefel strain; 
Not those alone ; who- lent the vh%a®m& aid, ' • 
But him, the tenant of ; the lowly shade^ 
Who to the statenlan's- ttsteliry ®a^# 
Gave his meek suffrage and unltefcrterd pray V ; 
M®&, kind partaker of the g$aciou& aim, 
His banner bore . unconscious o# his fame. 
So the blithe boy, unus'd to ocean's storms, 
And haply shelter d by his father's arms, 
Mounts the trim deck, erect in manly pride, 
Though scarcely conscious how the task is plied; 
O'er the slow stream his head is oft declin'd, 
His beckoning hand now wooes the tardy wind ; 
Flush' d are his cheeks, his %U-©rb'd eyes betray 
The soul perturb'd— Ms gesture chides delay ; 
As if his little limbs the bark might force, 
And those sweet April eyes direct its course. 
In our free clime, no laws ..dissocial bind 
To one small sphere the .reason of mankind : 
Oft to the great, the lowly mind* supplies 
The pregnant thought, the simple lead the wise; . 
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The. poor 

Shall reaeli'iir "pv ; 

Arataenljy^ >■■■'■' ;^r. 

The patriot sigli^ } — " 

But mom, with-B®M©r^ • 
He call'd hk €oiiat^:ikw0irl^r goitty-ic^ 
HerciHgi aei'sasges ItisrfB^ 

The wonifleri^ - 
M ranks fesomd^i^lfe s^eil^cdl, : / , * >" , ■ 

And mercy's gradoEilw^^ • 



•* r 'Note'-**lke->7.- Bemgmmt Sfa8fe,i-fo> tkee.tkese &y* I hmn ■; Granville ' 
; Si^ipt; ssrly m life ae^uk e^ the Negro's ad« 

- wcfefc^ ; as?,(i : ' fey * ine^f e^ertbss isi . the -courts of lav; .Snally ©b» 

tained for' Megroes* is thk coim^, asi/^emp^onik^ Sl^eiy. - - Mr. Shar^e 
• ; was efeete-fl cliainMaa -of the commi tcee fo? tiie- ak>litioB, am! s^as.ever 

considered as the father of the cause. 

• ' Note b line 147. Tkm m those isles Mere* gmmg with ddight, 

Cokmbus fast reposed his mhing sight, 
■ Columbus discovered the islands of Cuba, Hispaniola, and .Jamaica, before 
he had ascertained the existence of the American continent, .The native 
Indians found on these islands, were reduced, by the Spaniards, to the condi- 
tion of slaves; but the race was soon exterminated by the cruelty of their 
' invaders*-"' 

Note c line §0& Lit type of thee, The Pariay or Chandala, is a Hindoo 
■who --hM forfeited his cast: the attainder is perpetuated .to "his most remote 
posterity: for this reason, forfeiture of cast is the most tremendous penalty 
that can be infiicted on the Hindoo. 

• line No mtmster there, but native to the dims. Domestic slaves are 
in Africa protected by the laws;- the master cannot dispose of .them con- 
trary to their inclinations* without submitting the case to the decision of the 
elders ; but such as iali into slavery by the chances of war, are, Intarely at 
the mercy of the masters. Mr. Park mentions several instances, of solitary 
captives^ who had made their escape from slavery, and, after incredible perils 
and dangers* returned to their native tribe. 

Note 9 line 89$. Enough for Mm with hmdreidmt to..rest. The Negroes 
attach great importance to the privilege of being buried with their rela- 
tions; whett a freeman dies, it is common to dig a grave in his garden, close 
''to :ll^\j^^vaad: beneath .the--shade-ofM8^ou'rJt».treei-- .. 

Note f line $15. To raise the rqft of reeds, tH wstk of imm> A ckculi&f 
mud wa?V' : ''ab©ut four feet high,' upon;- which, is placed, a conical w&% .corn- 
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v Mote Miss© s$7. " The k$rm : m$&m$w wMki & smg& f f&' 

AfHeaM possess- several Musical instruments; the'Korso is a- harp of 

^%ht€ea : stelpgs... . .. : t " 

', ■ Hat©, *■: fine '541 » £kmm mt the on &** skmsi mli to hmr* The clapping of 
haajb-ia the manner of a chofiis^ is a custom ©f great antiquity ; and was 
.common la the. East 

. : N0fe" 9 ,lm©.7Sa. The bwd aU rwkk$»,- 0/ 'Ms iW% sigh , Vaiicms super- 
stitious wm^a wsp® practised by mcieat navigators .to propitiate .-the vlndie- 
tive deities, 



THE END. 




